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OPINION

W
e are 44 Montana 
professional wildlife 
biologists and habitat 

managers with a total of 1,438 
years of experience. We worked 
hard for many years to assure 
healthy wildlife populations in 
Montana. The Forest Service is 
planning to rescind the roadless 
rule. 
We want Montanans to under-
stand exactly what rescinding 
the roadless rule would mean.

When we built the long-term 
management plans to recover 

grizzly bears, we depended on 
the roadless rule 
to assure that 
adequate habitat 
standards on For-
est Service lands 
would remain in 
place as required 
to delist the 
grizzly.

If the roadless 
rule is rescinded, 
thousands of 

square miles of grizzly bear hab-
itat will open to roading, and 

grizzly bear management plans 
will be invalidated. 

They will be gone. Let us 
repeat: if the roadless rule is 
rescinded, then the management 
plans that are necessary to del-
ist grizzly bears are invalid and 
grizzly bears cannot be delisted.

Remember how the roadless 
rule was developed. The Forest 
Service held over 600 public 
meetings to create the 2001 
roadless rule. Tens of thousands 
of people commented, and the 
vast majority were in support of 

the roadless rule.
The fact that the Forest Ser-

vice is preparing to rescind the 
roadless rule without a single 
public meeting tells you that 
they don’t care what the public 
thinks. It is the politicians in 
Washington who now run the 
Forest Service who are making 
this decision.

We depended on the roadless 
rule so that healthy wildlife pop-
ulations will be here in the future 
for our kids and our grandkids. If 
the roadless rule is rescinded, all 

our wildlife like grizzlies, black 
bears, lynx, wolves, wolverines, 
lions, and fishers will be at risk 
and elk populations on public 
land will decline.

Speak up. Support the road-
less rule.

For the full list of signers, visit 
Missoulian.com.

Chris Servheen was the Grizzly 
Bear Recovery Coordinator for the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service for 35 
years and was recently inducted in 
the Montana Outdoor Hall of Fame
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Speak up, support the roadless rule

CHRIS 
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M
ontana is changing. Our 
population is growing, 
communities are expand-

ing, subdivisions are reaching 
farther into the urban interface, 
and development is putting 
increasing pressure on the lands 
that make Montana special. The 
U.S. Census Bureau estimates 
Montana’s population reached 
nearly 1.145 million in July 2025 
— about 5.6% higher than in 
2020.

That growth forces an import-
ant question: How do we balance 
development while preserving 
the landscapes that make Mon-
tana so unique? The answer is 
well planned development with 
a commitment to protecting the 
large, intact landscapes that are 
becoming increasingly rare.

Montana’s roadless national 
forest lands are an important 
part of that equation. Approx-
imately 6.4 million acres of 
Montana’s national forests are 
classified as Inventoried Road-
less Areas — roughly 37% of the 
state’s national forest lands. 
These are not vacant lands wait-
ing for development. They are 
working landscapes that provide 
clean water, wildlife habitat, 
recreation, hunting, fishing, sol-
itude and probably most impor-
tantly, opportunities for future 
generations.

Roads fragment wildlife hab-
itat, alter drainage patterns, 
increase human disturbance 
and open the door to further 
development. Every new road 
pushes the boundary between 
developed Montana and natural 
Montana a little farther into the 
backcountry.

Roads are not a 

substitute for  

wildfire policy
We should be cautious about 

the argument that building more 
roads into roadless country is 
necessary to prevent or fight 
wildfire. If roads alone were the 
answer to catastrophic wildfire, 
heavily roaded communities 
like Los Angeles, Boulder and 
Lahaina would not experi-
ence devastating fires. Clearly, 
something much more power-
ful is driving extreme wildfire 
behavior.

Climate and weather are major 
drivers of fire behavior and 
severity. Meanwhile, research 
shows that human activity 
accounts for the vast majority 
of wildfire starts and that fires 
are disproportionately likely to 
begin near roads.

More roads are not a substi-
tute for sound wildfire policy 
— and we should not sacrifice 
intact landscapes based on the 
assumption that they are.

We already have a road 

maintenance problem

Forest Service roads already 
come with a substantial price 
tag — over $7 billion in backlog 
maintenance nationwide. Roads 
wash out. Bridges deteriorate. 
Culverts fail. If we struggle to 
adequately maintain the roads 

we already have, why would we 
commit ourselves to building 
more roads into remote country?

There is also a powerful eco-
nomic argument for keeping 
roadless lands intact.

People come to Montana 
because of what makes Mon-
tana different. They come for 
the mountains, valleys and the 
Big Sky, rivers that still feel 
wild, abundant wildlife, and 
landscapes where they can 
experience something increas-
ingly rare in America: solitude. 
Those qualities support tourism, 
hunting, fishing, hiking, outfit-
ting, guiding, horseback riding, 
motorized recreation and count-
less local businesses.

But there is a fundamental 
contradiction in Montana’s 
growth story. As people move 
here for the amenities Montana 
offers, that growth can threaten 
those same amenities.

We cannot stop all growth. 
Nor should we. But we can 
decide where and how that 
growth occurs. We can encour-
age development where roads, 
utilities and communities 
already exist. And we can rec-
ognize that some landscapes 
are more valuable left intact 
than they would ever be after 
being carved up by roads and 
development.

Roadless lands  

give us options

Once a road fragments an 
intact watershed or wildlife hab-
itat, simply closing the gate does 
not restore what was lost.

Protection is not about locking 
Montana away. It is about mak-
ing sure Montana still has intact 
landscapes.

The 2001 Roadless Area 
Conservation Rule provides an 
important balance. Roadless 
areas remain available for multi-
ple uses while retaining protec-
tions against many forms of road 
construction and development. 
That balance is worth preserving.

We should not measure prog-
ress by miles of road built into 
the backcountry, but by whether 
we can grow while still pro-
tecting the mountains, forests, 
rivers, wildlife habitat and open 
spaces that make Montana, 
Montana.

That is why the proposed Draft 
EIS to repeal the roadless rule 
by the U.S. Forest Service and 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
deserves serious opposition.

Montana is growing. 
That is precisely why we 

need to protect what cannot be 
replaced. Roadless lands are not 
obstacles to Montana’s future. 
They are part of Montana’s 
future.

Now is the time for Montan-
ans to make their voices heard 
and oppose repeal of the roadless 
rule.

Mack Long is the retired supervisor 
of Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
Region 2 in Missoula, where he led 
the agency’s work in west-central 
Montana for 16 years following a 
statewide career as a game warden.

GUEST VIEW

Montana’s growth 
makes our 
roadless lands 
more important

T
he U.S.S. Abraham Lin-
coln, which left port in San 
Diego in November 2025, is 

stationed near the Persian Gulf, 
supporting combat operations 
against Iran. This deployment 
has no end in sight, with the 
U.S. Navy indefinitely extending 
these sailors’ deployment amid 
worsening conditions, including 

inadequate food, 
grueling hours, 
shortages of toi-
letries like soap 
and toothpaste, 
and several sail-
ors attempting to 
throw themselves 
overboard amid 
these worsening 
conditions. Even 

notorious military propaganda rag 
Stars and Stripes has been forced 
to cover this story, highlighting 
the severity of the situation. In 
addition to launching a sneak 
attack during negotiations with 
Iran, assassinating Ayatollah 
Khamenei in cold blood, murder-
ing over a hundred schoolchildren 
in Minab, blowing up an Iranian 
frigate off the coast of Sri Lanka, 
losing the war due to sheer naked 
incompetence, rank corruption, 
and war profiteering, the U.S. 
government can’t even manage to 
feed and care for those it entrusts 
to fight it.

If you’re playing Collapsing 
Empire Bingo, check to see if you 
have “rash of suicide attempts 
aboard an aircraft carrier” on your 
card. God knows I missed “explo-
sive diarrhea from contaminated 

lettuce” on mine.
There’s a certain perverse 

irony to the fact that an aircraft 
carrier named for a legendarily 
honest U.S. president is now 
exposing the dishonesty and 
cruelty of the U.S. Empire’s 
treatment of active-duty mili-
tary personnel.

American culture continu-
ously exhorts its people to revere 
military members and veterans, 
to mouth the empty platitudes, 
“support the troops” or “thank 
you for your service” to every 
active-duty enlisted member 
or veteran we run into, all while 
blithely ignoring or downplaying 
the suffering of its members.

This is but the most grotesque 
iteration of the Empire’s indif-
ference to human life, and a stark 
reminder that the cruelty of the 
U.S. murder machine impacts 
both the agents of its violence 
along with its victims.

Since the end of the Vietnam 
War, the U.S. military has relied 
on an all-volunteer model, 
rather than the racist, classist 
draft, employed to catastrophic 
effect in Vietnam. Soldiers 
reluctant to fight were forced to, 
which prompted troop rebel-
lions, mass disobedience of 
orders, and a breakdown of the 
chain of command, leading to 
the U.S.’s humiliating defeat in 
1975.

As it happens, when you force 
people to fight a war they despise, 
they get a little touchy about it.

In the aftermath of its defeat in 
Vietnam, the U.S. has recruited 

from mainly low-income schools 
and neighborhoods, promising 
signing bonuses, munificent vet-
erans’ benefits, and the famous 
“three hots and a cot” in exchange 
for five years and possibly, some-
one’s life, amid wars of increasing 
futility, desperation, and foolish-
ness. Vladimir Lenin and Frantz 
Fanon well understood that the 
sword of imperialism cuts both 
ways; not only does it brutalize 
and rob those whom it colonizes, 
but it also destroys those it uses 
to wage its wars of imperialism. 
Imperialism is ultimately a tool 
that destroys everything in its 
path, including itself.

Those who enlist in the military 
are often impoverished people 
looking for an opportunity to 
escape poverty, build job skills, 
finance a college education, and 
receive healthcare. Too often in 
return, they are sent home dead, 
maimed, disabled or traumatized.

As the ruling class continues 
its full-scale assault on the global 
working class, we must remember 
that soldiers are members of that 
class. As the USS Lincoln plainly 
illustrates, our rulers are happy 
to exploit and degrade them. We 
must all stand and fight against 
imperialism, the highest stage of 
capitalist exploitation, fighting 
shoulder to shoulder with soldiers 
and veterans to end this pointless 
war and halt the gears of the war 
machine forever.

Charlie McPherson is an organizer 
with the Western Montana 
Democratic Socialists of America.
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Uniformly exploited

CHARLIE 
MCPHERSON

Steve Daines’ real legacy
As Steve Daines’ time repre-

senting Montana comes to an 
end, it’s worth considering his 
real legacy for the good people of 
Montana.

One of Daines’ fixations has 
always been his demands for a 
balanced federal budget. But 
in reality he has helped Don-
ald Trump supercharge deficit 
spending, giving rise to stag-
gering deficits and saddling 
future generations with crush-
ing debt. Hardly a legacy to be 
proud of.

What about Daines as a 
moral leader? The reality is 
that he was the first senator to 
endorse Trump for president 
in 2024. But Donald Trump is a 
convicted sexual abuser. More 
than 25 women have accused 
him of sexual misconduct. 

He is mentioned more than 
38,000 times in the Epstein 
files. And yet, Trump likens 
himself to Jesus Christ. I don’t 
think moral leadership is Daines’ 
legacy. Quite the opposite!

I believe Steve Daines’ real 
legacy is his long-term denial of 
human-caused global warming. 
Thanks to Daines’ baffling denial 
of overwhelming scientific evi-
dence, and that of people like 
him, Montanans are subjected 
to unrelenting oppressive heat, 
fires, choking smoke spreading 
across the state, and crushing 
droughts every year. And it’s only 
going to get worse. 

This seems like Daines’ real 
legacy. We’ll be forever reminded 
of his climate change denial 
every summer when the chok-
ing smoke descends on us once 
again. Thanks Steve!

And here’s the best part. If you 
want more of the same, be sure 
to vote for Kurt Alme this fall, a 
Steve Daines clone.

Kenton Swift,
Missoula

MT delegation needs  

to hear from us

A lot of us are enraged by the 
atrocities that are unfolding 
around us because of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, MAGA, 
the “packed” SCOTUS and our 
Republican majority, and are 
wanting to “vote them out,” but 
voting will not suffice.

We need to be contacting our 
representatives by writing, call-
ing and sending them emails, in 
assertive and diplomatic ways and 
to express what the issues are that 
matter to us. It is unacceptable to 
get form letters from them, that 
don’t even validate us or not be 
getting replies at all and it’s outra-
geous when we are “blocked,” and 
cannot even get through to them 
at all.

I am tired of the way that both 
Republicans and Democrats 
almost always vote down party 
lines except when it’s about the 
military or voting themselves 
raises. Instead of just representing 
lobbyists and campaign doners, 
etc., our elected representatives 
need to represent us.

I strongly encourage, women, 
people of color, people who have 
disabilities or those who are 
LGBTQ+ to be standing up for 
and fighting our rights. We need 
to be organized, to form alliances 
with each other and to gain back 
the 50+ years of progress that 
has been made, that is being 
relinquished.

When the practices of our rep-
resentatives are unconstitutional, 
they should be removed from 
office. When our welfare, well 
being, our constitutional and civil 
rights and our personal liberties 
are jeopardized, we cannot “sit 
in silence.” Our elected state and 
federal representatives need to be 
hearing from us!!!

David Cockrell,
Missoula

Rein in corporate control
As one U.S. senator noted, look-

ing from his ideal vantage point: 
Congress and the White House 
currently are coin-operated.

By this, he meant that big 
money now calls the shots. You 
might think this was always so, 
but it took off after the 2010 Citi-
zen’s United U.S. Supreme Court 
decision which set loose a disas-
trous free-for-all of spending on 
elections, giving industries and 
billionaires open doors, including 
secret ones, for buying the votes 
which serve them, not our coun-
try, not you or me.

Montanans lived through vast 
corporate corruption before, and 
we yanked back control over who 
represents us a century ago. We 
can again start to rein this in and 
return us closer to a true democ-
racy via The Montana Plan, 
which appears on our ballots for 
November’s election as Initia-
tive 194. It bans money spent on 
Montana elections coming from 
corporations and other organi-
zations, since corporate law is 
a state prerogative, not a federal 
one.

The plan blocks no individ-
uals from spending money on 
elections. Rather, wealthy indi-
viduals won’t be allowed to con-
tinue hiding behind the names 
of corporations, nonprofits, or 
secretive PACs. Also, our own 
Montana Supreme Court already 
blocked one lawsuit by corporate 
opponents attempting to stop 
this initiative from appearing.

Help Montana take the lead 
among states exercising our 
own state’s rights. Let’s restore 
control over whose coins influ-
ence our politicians here and 
help Montana ignite a national 
movement to once again rein in 
corporate control of our govern-
ments. Vote for I-194, neighbors.

Eric Mendelson,
Missoula
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