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OPINION

WESTERN MONTANA DEMOCRATIC
SOCIALISTS OF AMERICA

The storm

0, is ICE coming to Mis-
S soula? So far, no one

knows; there have been
rumors, but nothing verifiable
yet.

Portland and Minnesota have
been stormed by ICE (Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement)
agents.

The intensified ICE opera-
tions there are
driven by racist
and political
intentions spe-
cifically targeting
“sanctuary”
policies in Dem-
ocrat-led areas.
The intense,
accelerated
removal actions
have been marred by ill-pre-
pared and poorly trained ICE
agents.

Two innocent Minneapolis
“domestic terrorists”

have been murdered as doc-
umented in widely watched
videos.

Six others have died in ICE
custody or detention centers.

Does Missoula have any
immigrants to worry about?

Oh yeah! Soft Landing Mis-
soula and the International
Rescue Committee are well
known for taking care of
many deserving refugees
and immigrant families who
have come here to build new
lives.

Others have come here to fill
jobs that locals cannot or will
not do.

They have greatly improved
the cultural diversity of
our city, broadening our
food culture, arts, and local
events.

Immigrants in our city have
started many small businesses
that fill niches that we didn’t
know existed and are often
more integrated into our com-
munity than their corporate
counterparts.

Missoula has many simi-
larities to Minneapolis. Both
have histories of vehement
protests: George Floyd and
Black Lives Matter in Minne-
apolis; Missoula’s rich history
of activism, starting with the
1909 free speech fights and
continuing through anti-war
marches, environmental ral-
lies, and recent social justice
protests.

What can Missoula learn
from Minneapolis’ response
to the ICE storm troopers
invasion?

People in Minnesota are
very involved in public and
civic life.

Their organizing has been
block-by-block, neighbors
and parents, workers and
resistance organizations
building deep and local
relationships that they’ve
been able lean on. Their

Before we celebrate
democracy, we must

save it

It’s curious that a Repub-
lican (Andrew Pierce, March
21) would remind us that,
“Whenever the people are well
informed, they can be trusted
with their own government.”
This of course reminds us that
the reverse is also true — when
people are misinformed, their
government will be a mess. We
unfortunately have a striking
example of that going on in
this country. When people are
lied to by Fox and other polit-
ical media, billionaire elites’
campaign propaganda, and the
art of a snake oil salesman (a
record-holder for lying), we
end up with conspiracy theo-
ries, citizens murdered by the
government, loss of health care
and voting rights, risky wars
and a shaky economy.

It’s sadly ironic that this
disinformation fog is happen-
ing on the eve of celebrating
250 years of our democracy,
which makes it hard to feel
celebratory right now. Maybe
this occasion should give us

demonstration of simple local
“neighboring” to care for peo-
ple and their public struggle
with ICE has now caused the
MAGA regime to change many
of its obnoxious and illegal
policies.

What is being done in Mon-
tana, regarding ICE? Gov.
Gianforte has objected to
Helena’s recent resolution
restricting aspects of the
municipality’s cooperation
with federal law enforcement.

In Missoula, Mayor Andrea
Davis and Police Chief Mike
Colyer have talked about this
issue.

Chief Colyer told city
council that his officers are
required to show their faces
and provide their names while
on duty.

He said the city does not ask
for immigration status during
routine operations like traffic
stops.

He has called the current
Border Patrol operations a
“spectacle.” He said, “I want
to reassure people in Missoula,
when you see those kind of
tactics being used, we don’t
use those in Missoula.”

This may be reassuring, but
some stronger resolutions
more than just words, would
be even more so.

Missoula City Council
might consider using a nui-
sance ordinance to restrict
unlawful use of chemical
agents like pepper spray and
also consider a “no stag-
ing” on city owned property
ordinance.

So for now, the ICE storm
has not descended on
Missoula.

If it does, we need to
respond like Minnesota. We
need numbers, we need the
people of Missoula to come
together and prepare, we need
organization, we need to reach
out to friends and neighbors
to see what risks and concerns
they have.

The storm will affect us
all — not just our immigrant
friends.

We do have the numbers,
as seen on the Beartracks
Bridge Jan. 25, where an esti-
mated 1,100 people showed
up (see picture taken from
the Wilma) on a single day’s
notice.

All this reminds me of the
meme: The Devil whispered
in my ear, “You are not strong
enough to withstand the
storm.” Today we ‘whisper’ in
the Devil’s ear: “WE ARE THE
STORM!”

Tony Davis is an organizer
with the Western Montana
Democratic Socialists of
America, www.westernmtdsa.
org.

an opportunity to focus on
more than just surviving as
a country for a quarter of a
millennium, and to reflect
on our Constitution and its
principles that actually made
this country great. Maybe we
should hold off on celebrating
until after the November elec-
tion gives us a reason to hope
that the country has not lost
its way, and that we can look
forward to many more years of
being truly great again.
Jonathan Haber,
Missoula

Representatives
break their promises

How do we hold our repre-
sentatives accountable when
they tell us they approve/
disapprove of an issue then
when in DC they vote the exact
opposite? Zinke was touting
federal lands for critical min-
erals on Jan. 21. Daines threat-
ens to block the sale of 1.2 mil -
lion of acres of federal land but
his counter offer is to sell 258
million acres after pledging to
Montana voters to “never sup-
port the sale of public lands.”

GUEST VIEW

Maintain the Roadless
Rule on national forests

passed the Roadless Rule

Conservation Act. The Trump
administration is seeking to
rescind the Act. During a brief
public comment period, 99%
of the respondents opposed the
idea.

The Roadless Rule affected
58.5 million acres
of Forest Service
roadless lands
and put them
off-limits to new
road construction,
logging, and road
reconstruction. As

I n 2001, the Forest Service

GEORGE -
WUERTHNER the Forest Service
recognized in its
original review,

these roadless lands “have the
greatest likelihood of altering and
fragmenting landscapes, result-
ing in immediate, long-term
loss of roadless area values and
characteristics”

Abolishing protection from
logging and roading provided
by the Roadless Rules has major
economic consequences, both in
direct costs and in avoided costs.

For instance, a practical ratio-
nale for the rule is the Forest Ser-
vice’s acknowledgment that the
roughly 370,000 miles of exist-
ing Forest Service road network
could not be maintained. There
is already an $11 billion backlog in
road maintenance, and creating
even more roads would exacerbate
this situation.

For instance, nearly 85% of the
wildfires that start on National
Forest land are human-caused.
We spend $2.5 billion fighting
these fires, and new logging and
roading will only increase fire-
fighting costs. A new study found
that from 1992 to 2024, wildfires
were four times more likely to
ignite within 50 meters of aroad
than in a forest without motorized
roads. Thus, preserving roadless
lands will reduce the likelihood of
wildfire.

There are other ecological and
economic reasons for preserving
the Roadless Rule. Some of the
highest quality water is found
inroadless areas. Many west -
ern cities obtain their drinking
water from Forest Service road-
less areas, which requires less
treatment than water from other
sources.

That same high-quality water
supports important fisheries,
from salmon to trout, that anglers
seek, and provides important food
for other wildlife, from bald eagles
toriver otters. Approximately
70% of all roadless areas support
native trout and salmon, with
92% of all species at some risk.
This includes the “Blue Ribbon”
trout streams found in Montana,
Idaho, Wyoming, and Colorado,
all of which flow from roadless
areas. In southeast Alaska, nearly
all salmon production occurs in
Forest Service roadless lands.

Roadless lands are critical for

sustaining populations of elk and
deer, important to hunters, and
essential as prey for predators like
mountain lions and wolves. For
example, in Idaho, 98% of elk use
roadless lands at some point.

Roadless lands are also a major
repository of carbon. Carbon
emissions are driving climate
warming. Just their carbon storage
value alone exceeds any economic
return from logging.

The idea promoted by the
Trump administration that
logging our roadless lands can
decrease wildfires ignores studies
showing that intact forest eco-
systems are less likely to burn and
burn at lower severity than “man-
aged” forests.

Finally, intact roadless lands are
essential for preserving biodiver-
sity, which is the foundation for
ecosystem function and stability.
Estimates suggest that 57% of
vulnerable U.S. wildlife species
have suitable habitat in roadless
areas.

When all these opportunity
costs, as well as actual economic
and ecological costs, are consid-
ered, any rational person would
keep the existing 2001 Roadless
Rule Conservation Act intact.
Let’s hope a few rational peo-
ple are working in the current
administration.

George Wuerthner is an ecologist and
author of numerous books on natural
history and environmental issues.

ELECTION 2026

Standing up for rural Montana’s future

hen the voters of House
District 90 chose me to
represent them two years

ago, I made a promise to stand up
for rural Montana. I'm proud to
say I have delivered on that prom-
ise, and I am running for re-elec-
tion so I can continue to stand up
for rural Montana
in Helena.
Ipledgedto

© .\ lower your prop-
%‘* erty taxes, keep

' our hospitals and
clinics open, and
expand vocational
training programs
for our students.
We accomplished
all three of those
goals last session, but there is still
work to do to keep our corner of
Montana safe and strong.

In my first term as your rep-
resentative, I voted with Gow.
Gianforte to reduce property
taxes for over 80% of Montana
homeowners, putting Montana
families and small businesses
ahead of wealthy, out -of-state

CURTIS
COCHRAN

What are we supposed to
do with that? They promise
to balance the budget. Nope.
They promise more jobs. Nope.
They promise peace. Nope.
They promise a better life
but have their fingers crossed
behind their backs avoiding
to tell us they meant for them
not the rest of us. Protect the
beef sellers then import beef.
Promise good contracts for
farmers then have the farmers
themselves pay for bailouts.

The current representatives
that we have elected to office
are not voting the way they
said they would. Our utili-
ties are sky high. Gas, food,
insurance. Daines announced
not running with minutes left
to declare candidacy so we
are stuck with SOS guy that
they are “allowing” us to vote
for instead of true democ-
racy of letting voters do the
“choosing.”

It’s like they think we don’t
care or are too stupid to see
what they are doing for them-
selves. I'm tired of this stan-
dard operating procedure being
force fed to us.

M. Edelman,
Ronan

second-home owners. I voted

to support our rural schools by
expanding vocational training and
apprenticeship programs, helping
students succeed whether or not
they go to college. And I stood up
for our rural hospitals and clinics,
voting to ensure we don’t have

to drive two hours just to see a
doctor.

Rural Montanans are resilient,
hardworking, and independent.
We've faced hard times, but we
always come together as neigh-
bors to lend a helping hand. Now,
out of state groups like Ameri-
cans for Prosperity are spending
hundreds of thousands of dollars
to mislead Montana voters. They
don’t have your best interests at
heart. As your Representative,

I will stand up to anyone who
doesn’t put rural Montana first.

After along career in the tim-
ber industry, I've stepped up to
serve my community, including
as Chair of the Mineral County
Republican Party, on the St. Regis
Community Council, and as a
volunteer high school football

GeoPOWER Act leads the
way to the future

Ijust learned of a potentially
remarkable occurrence that
has happened in Congress.
Despite all of the discord that
we hear that happens in our
U.S. Congress, two senators,
Montana’s own Sen. Daines
and Colorado’s Democratic
Sen. Hickenlooper, have intro-
duced a bill that could have
major implications for our
country’s energy needs.

Their bipartisan GeoPower
Act will provide incentives to
advance the new next-genera-
tion of geothermal energy.

Geothermal energy has had
great success in providing
steady energy in several pilot
projects here in the U.S. and
also in Germany. The process
uses the same process as is
used for drilling for oil, but
requires drilling much deeper
into the earth to reach very
hot rocks: 5-6 miles deep.
This innovative way to extract
energy is still very expensive
but Sens. Daines and Hick-
enlooper see the tremen-
dous potential in scaling up

coach. Our corner of the state
faces some real challenges, like
making sure our law enforcement
officers have the resources they
need to crack down on drugs,
crime, and illegal immigration.
We need to keep costs down for
rural Montanans so our kids don’t
have to leave to find better-pay-
ing jobs. We need to lower taxes
and ensure Helena treats your
hard-earned money with the
same respect you, the taxpayer,
do.

I delivered on my promises to
rural Montana once, and I will do
it again. My record of common
sense, conservative principles,
fiscal responsibility, and fighting
for Montana speaks for itself, and
it would be an honor to return to
Helena so you have a representa-
tive who puts you and our com-
munity first. It would be an honor
to once again be elected to serve
you, and I hope to earn your vote
on June 2.

Curtis Cochran of St. Regis is running
for re-election to HD 90.

geothermal energy to provide
both heat and a steady source
of electricity for us. Their
bill will provide incentives to
advance the speed of geother-
mal development.
Congratulations to Senators
Daines and Hickenlooper for
leading the way to the future.
Michael Flanagan,
Citizens’ Climate Lobby
— Montana

Have your say

WRITE A LETTER: The Missoulian
welcomes letters to the editor, up
to 250words. No personal attacks
or profanity. One letter per month,
per person. Email to oped@
missoulian.com. Or mail to P.O.
Box 8029, Missoula, MT, 59807.

All letters must include full name,
daytime phone number and mailing
address. Letters may be edited for
clarity, brevity, accuracy, and to
prevent libel.

ONLINE: Want to respond to any
of the local opinions in today’s
edition? Join our community

of readers at Facebook.com/
Missoulian, follow along on X (@
missoulian), or register an account
at missoulian.com.
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