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OPINION

WESTERN MT DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIALISTS OF AMERICA

C
urating my mother’s mem-
orabilia recently, I stumbled 
on this sketch my older sis-

ter drew of a younger one. It’s a 
wonderful portrait … ruined, the 
casual observer would conclude, 

by my mother’s 
frenzied jottings 
all over the page. 

But to me those 
jottings betray an 
almost palpable 
excitement. In 
the 1960s, Mom 
caught the activist 
bug. She was con-

stantly calling talk shows, con-
tacting legislators, organizing, 
attending press events.

She was not alone. By the late 
1960s, Montana women were 
locking arms to advance change. 
Organizations like Montana’s 
Business and Professional 
Women (BPW), the Ameri-
can Association of University 
Women (AAUW), and the League 
of Women Voters were pursuing 
a variety of causes. The cause at 
the top of all their lists was a new 
constitution for Montana.

Much has been written about 
the 1972 constitutional conven-
tion — “the Con-Con” — and 
the remarkable document it 
produced. But an important 
sub-plot of that story is the 
role women played in achieving 
that milestone. Given that this 
Friday’s fi rst-ever observance 
of Montana Constitution Day 
occurs in the middle of Women’s 
History Month, it seems timely 
to refl ect on that.

Among the 100 delegates 
elected to the Con-Con, 19 were 
women. They sat in a chamber 
where at most two women had 
sat together before. The major-
ity listed “housewife” as an 
occupation, but like my mother, 
they’d been active in advocacy 
for years. They’d studied our 
Constitution longer than most 
of their male counterparts. 
And because current legislators 
couldn’t serve in the Con-Con, 
there was no pre-existing male 
culture for these 19 women 
to “learn.” Everyone was a 

“freshman.”
Sure, at fi rst there was an 

exaggerated deference, with 
male delegates addressing 
female delegates as “madam 
delegate.” But Betty Babcock, 
the ever-circumspect wife of the 
former governor, rose to put an 
end to that. Noting that the del-
egates had eliminated partisan-
ship by sitting alphabetically, 
she declared, “I think we should 
get rid of sex on the fl oor.” Pres-
ident Leo Graybill stepped in, 
as he always did, to rescue her 
from mortifi cation. “I think 
that’s probably a good idea,” he 
responded, straight-faced. No 
more madams, Adam.

Louise Cross of Glendive had 
her hands full chairing the Nat-
ural Resources and Agriculture 
Committee. Her committee 
members, all male, resisted the 
environmental protections she 
advanced — with arguments 
that ranged from nit-picky to 
condescending to downright 
silly. But the delegates at large 
saw the logic of her stances — 
and the homework she’d done to 
reach them — and found ways to 
realize her intent. 

My favorite example is the 
provision requiring that Mon-
tanans maintain a “clean and 
healthful” environment for 
future generations. Cross’s 
committee, over her strong 
objection, wanted the adjec-
tives struck from the provision. 

“Clean” and “healthful” are 
too ill-defi ned, they said. After 
hours of debate, Delegate Bob 
Campbell fi nally posed just the 
right question, essentially this: 
So we’re just going to guarantee 
future generations any old envi-
ronment? That’s it?

The adjectives were 
reinstated.

When my uncle, also a dele-
gate, returned from the conven-
tion, he spoke with admiration 
of one woman in particular: Mae 
Nan Robison (now Ellingson). 
She was deeply knowledgeable, 
he said, yet so approachable, so 
able to fi nd appealing solutions 
to confl icting positions. Like 
the other lawyer-delegates, he 
thought she was a born lawyer. 
They’d told her so. And when 
she later expressed interest 
in law school, Delegate Dave 
Drum, owner of the very suc-
cessful KOA enterprise, picked 
up the tab.

Of those 19 women, few 
went on to political careers. 
Most returned to do the advo-
cacy work they’d always done 
in their communities, jotting 
down notes for conferences, 
talk shows, and meetings … and 
always, always showing up and 
speaking up.

This week we celebrate a Con-
stitution hailed nationally and 
internationally as without par-
allel in its respect for the com-
mon “man.” But never forget: It 
was women who got the Con-
Con on the ballot. It was women 
who got the new Constitution 
passed. And it was 19 women 
who showed Montanans that if 
you give women power, they will 
wield it wisely and well.

So if you’re a woman out there 
longing for a better world, grab 
that sheet of paper your daugh-
ter is doodling on and start jot-
ting. Montana needs you.

Mary Sheehy Moe is a retired 
educator and former state senator, 
school board trustee, and city 
commissioner from Great Falls. 
Now living in Missoula, she writes a 
weekly column for Lee Montana.

When women are at the tableCHARLIE MCPHERSON

W
ell, the U.S. is at it 
again. After the wild 
breakout successes in 

Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria and 
Libya, our President of Peace, 
along with the Israeli regime, 
has attacked Iran. But this time 
around, their reasons for doing 
so are crystal clear.

Yep, it’s defi nitely — the Ira-
nian government’s crackdown 
on protesters. No, wait, it’s 
their treatment of women. Nah, 
never mind, it’s their “state 
sponsorship of terrorism.” 
Nope, it’s gotta be their “weap-
ons of mass destruction.”

Funny, I think I’ve heard that 
phrase before. Apparently, our 
foreign policy is being decided 
by people with Alzheimer’s. 
This could be an excerpt from a 
recent Pentagon meeting:

“We’ll say there’s weapons of 
mass destruction, we haven’t 
tried that one yet, have we? Can 
I have your pudding?!”

In spite of the Trump admin-
istration’s prevaricating, 
chest-thumping, and assorted 
barnyard noises, the unspoken 
goals behind this latest exam-
ple of aggression are profi t 
and imperial domination. As 
Marine Maj. Gen. Smedley But-
ler put it in his 1935 book, “War 
Is a Racket,” war is a racket. 
Let’s break it down.

The Islamic Republic of Iran 
produces oil. Lots of it. More 
oil than even Pete Hegseth’s 
greasy hair can tolerate. But 
Iran doesn’t sell its oil in U.S. 
dollars, as nations like Saudi 
Arabia do. When oil is sold out-
side of the U.S. dollar, the U.S. 
gets no cut of the profi ts and it 
weakens the power of the dollar 
as the main international trade 
currency. As more and more 
oil-producing nations refuse 
the U.S. dollar, this limits the 
U.S.’s ability to print virtually 
limitless money without cat-
astrophic infl ation. In other 
words, Iran’s status as an oil 
producer operating outside of 
U.S. dollar dominance defi es 
the U.S. empire and threatens 
its world domination.

Secondly, there’s China. The 
People’s Republic is currently 
hatching its dastardly leftist 
plot to trade with other nations 
and create win-win arrange-
ments with its trading partners. 
Chinese trade, through the 
popular Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), connects China, Central 
and West Asia, Africa, Europe, 
and Latin America into a coop-
erative global trade network. 
Meanwhile, the U.S. abducts 

leaders at will and steals assets 
from “disobedient nations.” 
Funny how aiding nations’ 
development works better than 
bombs do.

Iran and its petroleum indus-
try are central facets to the 
foundation of China’s BRI. Part 
of the reason for U.S. aggres-
sion toward Iran is to interrupt 
trade with China and stymie 
the budding multipolar world 
of equal trade and cooperation 
that China and other members 
of the BRICS+ (Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa) 
economic bloc are building.

Finally, there’s Israel, every-
one’s favorite genocidal uncle. 
Iran, the most powerful nation 
in West Asia, is categorically 
opposed to Israel’s genocide 
in Gaza, apartheid in the West 
Bank, and butchery of the 
Indigenous Palestinian pop-
ulation. Netanyahu has been 
whimpering about Iranian 
nuclear weapons since 1996, 
despite no evidence of such 
weapons and an Iranian reli-
gious edict stating that use of 
such weapons is un-Islamic. 
Israel’s lies about Iranian 
nuclear weapons are part of 
their larger project to dominate 
West Asia and eliminate all 
opposition.

Despite the stupidity and 
vulgarity of Trump and 
Hegseth, this attack on Iran 
is part of a larger plan of con-
quest, robbery and domination. 
It is designed to blunt China’s 
rise, assert control over Iran, 
and aid a wanted war criminal’s 
savage crimes. The U.S. empire 
is awash in blood, from Iranian 
school children to Palestinian 
civilians, Ukrainian teenagers 
forced to the front, and Cubans 
starving under U.S. blockade. 
It is our duty together to dis-
mantle this depraved murder 
machine and build a future 
based on life, hope, and happi-
ness in place of want, cruelty, 
and death.

Charlie McPherson is an organizer 
with the Western Montana 
Democratic Socialists of America.
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Operation 
Epic Failure

Contact your elected leaders

MARY MOE

FEDERAL

Sen. Steve 
Daines (R)
202-224-2651
daines.senate.gov/
contact

Sen. Tim Sheehy (R)
202-224-2644
www.sheehy.senate.gov/

Rep. Troy Downing (R)
202-225-3211
downing.house.gov/
contact

Rep. Ryan Zinke (R)
202-225-5628
zinke.house.
gov/address_
authentication?form=/
contact

STATE

Gov. Greg 
Gianforte (R)
406-444-3111 or 
855-318-1330 (toll free)
governor@mt.gov

Lt. Gov. Kristen 
Juras (R)
406-444-5665
kristen.juras@mt.gov

Attorney General 
Austin Knudsen (R)
406-444-2026
dojmt.gov/about/

Secretary of State 
Christi Jacobsen (R)
406-444-2034
sosmt.gov/contact-
feedback/

Auditor James 
Brown (R)
406-444-2040 or 
800-332-6148 (toll free)

Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 
Susie Hedalen (R)
406-444-3680

Governor denying 

free speech

Gov. Gianforte has unilaterally 
decided Montanans no longer 
have free speech rights to rally at 
our state Capitol on weekends. 

I would challenge the governor 
to point out where in our U.S. 
and Montana Constitutions he 
is given the authority to sus-
pend our rights free speech 
and to assemble. I would hope 
the governor will reverse his 

unconstitutional order. He can 
save the taxpayers thousands of 
dollars defending his order that 
most people don’t support and 
the courts are likely to throw out.

Joe Lamson,
Helena
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The real reasons 

for war with Iran

In spite of the Trump 

administration’s 

prevaricating, chest-

thumping, and 

assorted barnyard 

noises, the unspoken 

goals behind this 

latest example of 

aggression are 

profit and imperial 

domination. 

Have your say
WRITE A LETTER: The Missoulian welcomes 
letters to the editor, up to 250words. No personal 
attacks or profanity. One letter per month, per 
person. Email to oped@missoulian.com. Or mail 
to P.O. Box 8029, Missoula, MT, 59807. All letters 
must include full name, daytime phone number 
and mailing address. Letters may be edited for 
clarity, brevity, accuracy, and to prevent libel.

ONLINE: Want to respond to any of the local 
opinions in today’s edition? Join our community 
of readers at Facebook.com/Missoulian, follow 
along on X (@missoulian), or register an account 
at missoulian.com.
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