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OPINION

MIKE BIRNBAUM

L
ast week, I had the honor 
of attending and speak-
ing at a campaign kickoff  

event for Youth Homes to raise 
the fi nal funds needed to com-
plete a new therapeutic crisis 
shelter for kids.

Geoff  Birnbaum, my dad, 
served for 42 years as execu-
tive director of Youth Homes. 
Even after his retirement, he 
remained deeply involved — 
attending events and continu-
ing his work in helping with 
their capital fundraising. 

My dad passed away sud-
denly about a year ago. The 
event last week was held 
on his birthday, which was 
intentional. Youth Homes 
announced the new shelter 
will be named in his honor: the 
Birnbaum Youth Home.

Our family is deeply grateful 
for this recognition. While my 
dad often said he didn’t want 
anything named after him, I 
believe he would be truly hon-
ored — especially knowing this 
shelter will serve youth in their 
most critical moments.

The Birnbaum Youth Home 
will provide a safe, supportive 
place for children ages 10–17 
who are experiencing crisis. 
These were the kids my dad 
cared about most — those with 
the greatest needs and often 
the most diffi  cult stories. Every 
child mattered to him, but 
these youth held a special place 
in his heart. 

Without a facility like this, 
many of these kids end up in 
unstable or temporary situ-
ations while awaiting place-
ment. No child should have to 
spend a night feeling unsafe or 
alone.

This therapeutic crisis shel-
ter will off er more than just a 
bed. It will provide continuity 
in education, access to mental 
and physical health services, 
connection to support systems, 
and a path back to stability and 
belonging.

Some of my proudest 
moments growing up were 
watching my dad speak about 
Youth Homes. He rarely used 
notes — he simply spoke from 
the heart. At the time, I was 
impressed he could do that 
so easily. Now I understand: 
when you care deeply about 
something, the words come 
naturally.

Last week at the Youth 
Homes kickoff  event, I wore 
one of his shirts and did just 
as he would have done. I spoke 
from the heart about him and 
the organization he loved. It 
was a meaningful way to honor 
him on what was both a special 
and diffi  cult day. 

My dad had a profound 
impact on the Missoula com-
munity. He touched the lives of 
Youth Homes staff , thousands 
of children, generations of 
soccer players, and countless 
friends.

He would be incredibly 
proud to see this shelter near-
ing completion and begin 
helping the kids he cared about 
so deeply.

True to form, he would also 
urge this community to step 
forward again. As this cam-
paign enters its fi nal phase, I 
know he would encourage any-
one who is able to contribute at 
youthhomesmt.org/shelter.

Mike Birnbaum is the son of Geoff  
Birnbaum.

R
ooted in the fi ght for the 
eight-hour workday in 
the U.S., May Day — or 

International Workers’ Day — is a 
reminder of how ordinary people 
can make lasting change in soci-
ety. On May 1 people around the 
planet recall and celebrate that 

ordinary people 
have indeed done 
so.

Not only the 
eight-hour work-
day, but also pro-
tection of children 
from compulsory 
labor, the min-
imum wage, 
vacation and sick 

pay, and more. Things we take 
for granted far too often, because 
these improvements were not 
freely given, they were fought 
for and won, sometimes at great 
sacrifi ce. 

These improvements in people’s 
lives were not won by enlightened 
politicians nor by armed force. 
They were won by the organized 
solidarity of ordinary people. 
Ordinary people using tools like 
boycotts and strikes.

The most diffi  cult and most 
powerful tool is the general strike. 
This is when broad sectors of ordi-
nary people refuse to participate 
in work, in school, in shopping, or 
in conducting business as usual.

We saw this in the National Day 
Without Immigrants in 2006 and 
2017. We saw this in many cities 
whose businesses closed over the 
murder of George Floyd. We saw 
this on Jan. 23 in Minnesota over 
the invasion of ICE, in which the 
organized citizens won a partial 
victory.

The May Day Strong coali-
tion was organized last year by 
the Chicago Teachers Union. It 
includes hundreds of unions and 
civic organizations including Indi-
visible Missoula and the Western 
Montana Democratic Socialists. 
“On May 1, 2026, workers, stu-
dents, and families rally, march, 

and take action across the coun-
try to demand a nation that puts 
workers over billionaires, with 
many refusing business as usual 
through No School. No Work. No 
Shopping.” See MayDayStrong.
org for information about what’s 
happening nationally and to sign 
the May Day Pledge.

The coalition’s practical vision 
is for ordinary people to develop 
the skills and courage necessary to 
organize the capacity for a general 
strike. With a corrupt political 
system barring eff ective represen-
tative of ordinary people, it’s up to 
ordinary people yet again to make 
the necessary changes.

Here in Missoula, there will be 
several events. On April 30 start-
ing at 6 p.m. a fundraising ben-
efi t for the Unhoused Neighbors 
Union will be held at the Union 
Club.

On May 1 there will be a rally 
with speeches at the UM Oval at 
noon.

At 3 p.m. there will be a revival 
of the “fl ying pickets,” a tactic 
invented by ordinary people 
during the Teamster Union-led 
Minneapolis general strike of 
1934. Meeting and leaving from 
the street to the west of Free 
Cycles, this modern variation 
of the fl ying picket will carpool 

picketers to three corporate and 
political supporters of ICE, where 
more demands to stop their sup-
port through signs, chants and 
singing by the Resistance Singers. 

Then after 6 p.m. there will be a 
barbecue/potluck at Free Cycles, 
with discussions about the history 
of May Day, how the capacity for 
a general strike in Missoula can be 
expanded and improved, and how 
various groups can fi nd the com-
monality for eff ective solidarity.

Finally, on May 3 at noon there 
is a Missing & Murdered Indige-
nous People and Montanans for 
Palestine Memorial Run starting 
at Toole Park.

You are invited to any or all of 
these events as together we build 
our organized solidarity; to not 
only resist the abuses of ICE, 
but also the abuses of a billion-
aire-owned political system and 
the billionaire-owned economy. 
You are an important part of ordi-
nary people making a diff erence. 
Won’t you join us? For more infor-
mation on Missoula’s May Day 
events, see westernmtdsa.org/
Calendar.

Mark Anderlik is an organizer with 
Western Montana Democratic 
Socialists of America, www.
westernmtdsa.org.

A shelter, a 
legacy and a life 
devoted to kids

From the eight-hour day to today: 
May Day comes to Missoula

WESTERN MT DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS OF AMERICA
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Fight Back! News Massive march against ICE terror in Minneapolis. 
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Enough of the 

do-nothing delegation

Sen. Steve Daines and Rep. 
Ryan Zinke have selected Mon-
tana’s next U.S. senator and 
western district congressman, 
a power that belongs only to 
Montana voters.

Now Republicans argue — 
who is the biggest liar?

What difference does their 
position on anything make? 
War, housing, taxes, Canada 
— they do nothing but follow, 
little cheerleaders with pom-
poms, masquerading as sena-
tors or congressmen.

Gutting health care, assault-
ing our Canadian neighbors, 
illegal tariffs, starting wars, 
increasing gas and food prices, 
removing protections from 
our national forests — they do 
NOTHING.

Once selected you will never 
see them. GOP congressio-
nal offices are locked. They 
pay far more attention to Big 
Sky billionaires than working 
Montanans.

Once upon a time Montana’s 
congressional delegation 
worked for us. If something 
was bad for our state, they were 
not afraid to take a stand.

I voted for our Republican 
congressman.

I thought he would listen. I 
called and wrote many times, 
starting when the presi-
dent assaulted our Canadian 
neighbors. Using powers 
that belong to Congress, the 
president launched an eco-
nomic attack on Canada, with 
insults and threats to Canadian 
independence!

For Montana, this is a disas-
ter. Canada is by far Montana’s 
largest trade partner. Our state 
borders three Canadian prov-
inces, more than any other 
state. Montana agriculture 
relies on trade with Canada. 
Tourism thrives on faithful 
Canadian visitors.

And what did our GOP 
congressional delegation do 
to protect Montana’s vital 
trade and partnerships with 
our Canadian neighbors? 
NOTHING.

Vote for another do-noth-
ing senator or congressman 
selected by Daines and Zinke?

NEVER AGAIN.
John. G. Gatchell,

Missoula

Ben Davis is has strong 

history of public service

I am writing in support of 
Ben Davis, a candidate for 
Montana House District 93 
here in Missoula. Ben is a per-
son of integrity with a strong 
history of public service and 
turning ideas into action to 
address challenging problems. 
That is why he will make a good 
state representative.

Ben is the founder and exec-
utive director of Friends of the 
Children Montana, which pro-
vides long-term mentors for 
youth challenged by adversity. 
Having worked as an attorney 
prosecuting family violence 
and child abuse cases, Ben saw 
first-hand the devastation of 
these societal scourges and 
decided to launch this proven 
mentoring program here in 
Montana.

Ben understands that lower-
ing prices increases opportuni-
ties for all Montanans. Reduc-
ing property taxes, expanding 
affordable housing opportu-
nities, and fighting to ensure 
that health insurance remains 
accessible and affordable are 
just some of the ways Ben 
intends to address Montana’s 
affordability crises.

Ben believes Montana’s 
current property tax system 
is outdated. Designed when 
Montana’s economy was sup-
ported by extractive industries, 
it places too large a burden on 
home and business owners, 

threatening their affordability. 
Ben will work on tax reform 
that is aligned with Montana’s 
transition to an increasingly 
service- and tourism-based 
economy.

Ben will help Montana fam-
ilies by improving access to 
affordable medical and behav-
ioral health care across the 
entire state.

Ben Davis is exactly the kind 
of person we need representing 
us in the Montana Legislature. 
Please join me in voting for Ben 
Davis for Montana HD 93.

Bill Drummond,
Missoula

Sam Forstag 

will get results

It’s time for new, energized 
— and younger — leadership in 
Congress. That’s one of many 
reasons I’ll be voting for Sam 
Forstag on June 2.

I’ve known Sam for nearly 
a decade in many roles: as a 
leader when I first ran for stu-
dent government, as an advo-
cate for 40,000 students fight-
ing for affordability at the state 
Capitol, as a defender of our 
public lands, and as a trusted 
friend.

I support Sam because he 
understands the challenges 
people are facing and has clear, 
thoughtful ideas to address 
them. He’s a student of his-
tory who believes in learning 
from the past to build a better 
future. He’s also running with 
integrity — refusing corporate 
PAC and dark money—and he’s 
the first candidate I’ve ever 
donated to.

Sam gets results. His 
endorsements from legislators 
across Montana reflect his abil-
ity to work across party lines 
and tackle tough issues with 
facts and practical solutions.

If you’ve been wondering 
how to engage the next gener-
ation in our democracy, this is 

the moment. Vote for the can-
didate who’s bringing people in 
and fighting for a more afford-
able future.

Join me in voting for Sam 
Forstag.

Mariah Marshall,
Missoula

Sam Forstag — Best 

choice for Congress

Sam Forstag is a great can-
didate for western Montana’s 
congressional district and he 
has my endorsement. Sam 
brings his firefighting stamina, 
tenacity and sheer grit to the 
table, along with his diplo-
matic skills of being a union 
leader.

But I got to know Sam during 
the Montana legislative session 
when he advocated for several 
local governments. He consis-
tently found common ground 
with legislators on difficult 
issues. He showed up, worked 
hard at a demanding job, and 
many times found the path 
forward to make progress. He 
talked to people and connected 
with them. He drew them in, 
instead of pushing them away 
with polarizing rhetoric. As 
a result, he was successful in 
helping to make communi-
ties across this state better 
places with the legislation he 
facilitated.

Sam stays calm, listens, 
and thinks thoughtfully and 
creatively about how to solve 
problems in our world. He is 
strong, kind, and compassion-
ate. All good qualities to bring 
to an extremely challenging 
job.

I’m voting for Sam Forstag 
for Congress. It is time to get 
honest, real people who care 
deeply about the United States 
and Montana — back to gov-
erning our country and advo-
cating for our state.

Gwen Jones,
Missoula City Council

Forstag has not 

been transparent

The investigative news outlet 
“The Lever” released an article 
April 24, about a dark money 
conglomerate that includes a PAC 
called “The Bench.” This is the 
same group that Sam Forstag’s 
campaign committee has listed as 
a joint fundraising representative 
on their FEC fi lings. The Bench is 
funded by hedge fund managers, 
tech billionaires and corporate 
board members. The Bench and 
affi  liate organizations are set up 
in an intentionally convoluted 
way as to obscure the source of 
campaign contributions. This 
makes Sam’s pledge to not take 
corporate money a matter of 
semantics, not a principled moral 
stand. He takes corporate money, 
he just lets it move through a few 
pairs of hands fi rst so he can say 
he doesn’t. Sam’s D.C. connec-
tions like Bernie Sanders, AOC, 
and his aunt Rep. Susie Lee are 
working hard to tell Montan-
ans what’s best for them in the 
upcoming election. I think it’s 
time Montana stands up and 
demands honest and transparent 
representation, and that’s a boot 
that Sam Forstag can’t fi ll.

Mark Leach,
Missoula 

The pathetic Trump 

administration

Trump succeeded in breaking 
up the Correspondents’ Dinner 
with what I believe was a fake 
assassination attempt. Then the 
subject of his press conference 
was his need for a secure new 
ballroom. Kash Patel’s speech 
was well-rehearsed so it made 
him look respectable again in the 
FBI. Montanans are too smart 
to believe this was anything but 
another distraction. This admin-
istration gets more pathetic every 
day.

Mary Henne,
Missoula

MARK 
ANDERLIK
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