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OPINION

D
ick Cheney, who passed 
away recently, has been 
extolled by politicians, 

both Republican and Demo-
cratic, as a “devoted public 
servant and the most power-

ful vice pres-
ident in our 
history.” True, 
he didn’t feel 
that his devo-
tion should ex-
tend to military 
service, saying, 
referring to 
his Vietnam 
War defer-

ments, that he had “other 
priorities.” And true, these 
priorities included his will-
ingness for other young men 
to fight and die in Vietnam, 
but hey, he was standing by 
his principles and priorities 
while nosing up to the public 
trough, but his motivation 
was, no doubt, pure.

As Republican congress-
man from Wyoming, Cheney 
voted repeatedly against 
freeing Nelson Mandela, 
calling him a “terrorist.” 
Well, we all make mistakes.

During the presidency of 
Bush One, Cheney, as Secre-
tary of Defense, oversaw the 
first Iraq war and the inva-
sion of Panama, but he was 
clearly just being farsighted 
and proactive in defending 
the American Empire against 
the possibility that peace 
should break out.

With Bush out of power 
Cheney became CEO of 
Halliburton, a defense con-
tracting empire. I’m sure 
he deserved the job. While 
working for Halliburton, 
Cheney earned millions and, 
in fact, was so devoted to his 
job that he maintained his 
connection to the company 
in a “blind trust” while he 
served as vice president to 
Bush the Younger.

This was quite a lucrative 
period for Halliburton, as he 
started two new wars that 
needed equipment.

Cheney had become vice 
president by serving as the 
head of the committee to 
find a vice president. He 
believed himself to be the 
best man to guide the green-
horn, W. Bush through the 
thickets of Washington, D.C. 
It was lucky he was there, 
too, because after 9/11, 
W. was clearly out of his 
depth and Cheney pointed 

him first to the invasion of 
Afghanistan to ostensibly 
defeat al Qaeda and get bin 
Laden, in which effort we 
failed during the Bush era, 
only costing us taxpayers 
millions and costing the Af-
ghans thousands upon thou-
sands of lives, leaving the 
country, finally, in roughly 
the same state as we found 
it.

It had to be done, though, 
so we could more plausibly 
invade Iraq, which we did in 
2003, not because any hi-
jackers were from there, but 
because Saddam had weap-
ons of mass destruction, 
or so said our government. 
What bears remembering is 
that there was an incident 
during the Clinton admin-
istration which was publicly 
known as it occurred.

This involved the defec-
tion to Jordan in 1995, of 
Saddam’s son-in-law, who 
had been head of weapons 
development. There the 
weapons expert told the CIA 
that Saddam had destroyed 
all WMDs after the first Gulf 
War. He was persuaded to 
return to Iraq by Saddam 
with promises of forgive-
ness, but promptly killed for 
having exposed Saddam’s 
true situation. People in our 
government knew this story. 
Perhaps it was overlooked in 
the stampede to war.

Greatest of Cheney’s 
accomplishments was his 
institution of the regime of 
torture in Guantanamo and 
in “dark sites” around the 
world. As Cheney said, we 
have to go to the “dark side.” 
And so we defined torture 
only as treatment resulting 
in death. Everything up to 
that point was fair game and 
not culpably connected with 
the death of the suspect, 
like the catch-22 extended 
to suspected witches: If you 
drown, you’re innocent and 
if you float, you are a witch 
and need to be killed.

One wonders how long a 
trail of deaths Cheney had 
in his wake, and how many 
millions of wasted tax dol-
lars were to his discredit, 
but who among us can cast 
the first stone?

Sarah McClain is an organizer 
with the Western Montana 
Democratic Socialists of 
America, westernmtdsa.org.

Time for Missoula  

to go pesticide-free

I read with interest about 
the leadership transition at 
Missoula Parks & Recreation, 
as Donna Gaukler retires and 
Marina Yoshioka will take 
the helm. As a parent of three 
who’s spent countless hours 
at soccer practice and whose 
family and dog daily enjoy our 
trails and parks, I see this as a 
pivotal moment.

Our parks are the heart of 
our community, but I am con-
cerned that they’re putting our 
health at risk. I see Parks staff, 
and contractors like TruGreen, 
applying pesticides, rendering 
our parks temporarily hazard-
ous. I do not want my children 
playing on grass treated with 
chemicals like 2,4-D, an herbi-
cide linked to neurotoxicity, en-
docrine disruption, and cancer. 
The science is clear: 2,4-D on 
lawns is associated with a 70% 
higher risk of canine malignant 
lymphoma in dogs (Journal of 
Environmental Research) — a 
stark warning for all who use 
our parks.

Now is the time for the City 
of Missoula to embrace a pes-
ticide-free future. If we transi-
tion to organic land care, then 
we will have truly safe, healthy 
spaces that align with our com-
munity’s values of well-being 
and climate-resilience. Ms. 
Yoshioka mentioned these very 
commitments in her appoint-
ment announcement; going 
pesticide-free is the logical and 
necessary step to act on them.

I call on the new director and 
the City Council to create and 
adopt an Organic Land Care 
Policy for our public spaces. 
Let’s lead by example and en-
sure our cherished parks are as 
healthy for our children as they 
are for the environment.

Rebecca Ballantyne,
Missoula

Preventing eviction 

makes sense for Missoula 

and its pocketbook
In Missoula’s 2023 eviction 

cases, 90% of landlords had 
legal representation, while only 

5% of tenants did. This im-
balance is devastating, as the 
most common age group facing 
eviction is 0-19, and the aver-
age person evicted is a single 
mother.

Eviction is not just a housing 
issue; it’s an economic one. 
When tenants lack represen-
tation, they cannot effectively 
raise defenses against unin-
habitable conditions or illegal 
rent hikes. This leads to dis-
placement, which has steep 
public costs. The annual com-
munity cost of homelessness 
per evicted family is roughly 
$20,000. A Tenant’s Right to 
Counsel (RTC) program is a 
proven, preventative solution. 
For every dollar invested in such 
programs, jurisdictions see a 
nearly 300% return. This is be-
cause the cost of preventing an 
eviction with legal aid is roughly 
one-tenth the cost of managing 
the resulting homelessness.

Represented tenants are four 
times less likely to use homeless 
shelters. Funding RTC reduces 
municipal expenditures on so-
cial services, emergency health 
care, and overburdened courts. 
Ignoring this problem costs 
Missoula millions more in the 
long run. Until more affordable 
housing is available, imple-
menting a city-wide Tenant’s 
Right to Counsel is the most 
practical, humane, and fiscally 
responsible step. It switches 
the current win-lose scenario 
between landlords and tenants 
to a win-win, saving taxpayer 
money while keeping Montana 
families in their homes. Let’s be 
humane and save some money 
while funding Missoula’s 
Tenant’s Right to Counsel.

Kyle Strid,
UM political  

science student

Save Veterans Day
President Trump wants to 

eliminate Veterans Day, creating 
instead a World War I and World 
War II victory day of honor. 
This idea implies complete ig-
norance.

First, Trump’s ignorance 
would necessarily dishonor 
all veterans who did not serve 
in WWI or WWII. His prop-

osition that only “victors” be 
honored diminishes the sacri-
fices of all other veterans, all 
of whom deserve to be com-
memorated. Trump does not 
even honor all the servicepeo-
ple from these two wars, call-
ing some of them “suckers and 
losers” for losing their lives or 
being taken captive.

Trump’s ignorance suggests 
he doesn’t understand we 
HAVE TWO DAYS to celebrate 
our victories in WWII. V-E 
Day, May 8, celebrates our vic-
tory in Europe. V-J Day, Sept. 
2, celebrates the defeat of Ja-
pan. Let’s boost celebrations 
on those days, not add another. 
Furthermore, Memorial Day 
has its origins in the aftermath 
of the Civil War, National Ko-
rean War Veterans’ Armistice 
Day occurs on July 27 each year, 
and National Vietnam War Vet-
erans’ Day is observed annually 
on March 29. We rightfully 
have various days to honor vet-
erans.

Ignorance does not constitute 
a reason to establish a new day 
of celebration that completely 
DISHONORS some past, pres-
ent, and future military veter-
ans. Save Veterans Day!

Gary Brooks,
Missoula

Long live freedom  

of the press

Over the years I have written 
many letters to the editor to the 
Missoulian.

I just want to offer my ap-
preciation to editor, Tandy 
Neighbor, for being so open to 
the many views of its readers. I 
love seeing the concerns of my 
fellow readers and I hope that 
some of what I write will reso-
nate with them also.

Local newspapers are what 
keeps its local citizens informed 
about events and concerns of 
our community. Without this 
local source of news we would 
be unaware of the political ac-
tivities in our county and city. 
So “thank yous” to the whole 
staff of our Missoulian. Long 
live the freedom of the press!

Michael Flanagan,
Missoula

Dick Cheney 
by nature
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W
hite collar or blue col-
lar? College or trade 
education? Both have 

always been essential to build-
ing and sustaining the world’s 

most prosperous 
economy. Yet over 
time, the balance 
has shifted. For 
decades, society 
has praised the 
college degree 
above all else while 
transitioning to 
a service-based 

economy that designs and man-
ages rather than builds and man-
ufactures.

This change has left the 
United States vulnerable in a 
world where production power 
still matters. Companies like 
Amazon, UPS, and Duolingo 
have cut tens of thousands of 
jobs, many in data entry, soft-
ware development, and admin-
istration. Even creative work is 
at risk as artificial intelligence 
continues to evolve. The future 
may appear uncertain, but it 

does not have to be.
We have been here before. The 

Industrial Revolution trans-
formed every aspect of work, 
and the invention of the auto-
mobile created millions of new 
jobs across manufacturing, fuel, 
and infrastructure. The econ-
omy grew because innovation 
opened new frontiers. The same 
can be true for artificial intelli-
gence if we act with wisdom and 
courage.

Two changes are needed. First, 
we must set clear moral and eth-

ical boundaries for AI to protect 
privacy and prevent abuse by au-
thoritarian powers. Technology 
should remain grounded in truth 
and human dignity. Second, 
we must rethink education and 
opportunity. America’s greatest 
shortage today is not in college 
graduates but in skilled workers. 
The Manufacturing Institute 
estimates nearly 2 million man-
ufacturing jobs could go unfilled 
in the next decade.

The path forward will not de-
pend solely on four-year degrees 

but on entrepreneurship and 
the trades, the very backbone of 
America’s success. As new tech-
nologies emerge, these fields will 
again lead the way, creating jobs, 
building communities, and se-
curing the nation’s strength.

“Let us raise a standard to 
which the wise and honest can 
repair; the rest is in the hands of 
God.” – George Washington

Randyn Gregg, R, of White Sulphur 
Springs, represents House District 
78.
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