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OPINION

Have your say

WRITE A LETTER: The Missoulian 
welcomes letters to the editor, up 
to 250words. No personal attacks 
or profanity. One letter per month, 
per person. Email to oped@
missoulian.com. Or mail to P.O. 
Box 8029, Missoula, MT, 59807. 
All letters must include full name, 
daytime phone number and mailing 
address. Letters may be edited for 
clarity, brevity, accuracy, and to 
prevent libel.

ONLINE: Want to respond to any 
of the local opinions in today’s 
edition? Join our community 
of readers at Facebook.com/
Missoulian, follow along on X (@
missoulian), or register an account 
at missoulian.com.

T
here is nothing quite as 
dangerous as an empire in 
terminal decline. Losing 

legitimacy at home and hege-
mony abroad, once dominant 
nations often lash out in frus-
tration, seeking less powerful 

victims to beat 
up on. It is my 
great fear that 
the clownishly 
incompetent and 
corrupt leader-
ship of the U.S. 
now has its sights 
on the small 
island nation of 
Cuba. Humili-

ated by their failure to achieve 
ever-shifting goals in the Mid-
dle East, it is all-too easy to see 
them attacking our small Carib-
bean neighbor simply because 
they can.

We know the kinds of pathetic 
excuses they will trot out to 
justify this aggression; the first 
being “human rights abuses.” 
This from a country which 
supported Israel’s genocide in 
Gaza and counts Saudi Arabia 
as a friend and ally, a country 
which drops bombs on civilian 
infrastructure in Iran, a coun-
try which murders civilians in 
small boats accused (but not 
convicted) of smuggling drugs in 
the Caribbean. And what about 
the record of our own country, 
where one in five children live in 
food-insecure households and 
millions of its own citizens sleep 
in the streets?

Then they will say they only 
wish to help people trapped 
in a socialist hell (you know, 
racial equality, free healthcare 
for all, free education through 

university). Using the same 
brutal tactics applied to Vene-
zuela and Iran, consecutive U.S. 
administrations have denied 
basic goods to Cuban society 
through a relentlessly inhumane 
trade embargo, economic sanc-
tions and a blockade lasting over 
60 years. Rather than helping, 
economic sanctions are a form 
of collective punishment, itself 
a human rights abuse which is 
illegal under international law. 
Something the U.S. no longer 
even pays lip service to.

The real reason this adminis-
tration and its supporters seek 
regime change in Cuba is the 
same as it was when the U.S. 
supported Fulgencio Batista, the 
brutal Cuban dictator Castro 
overthrew; corporate profits. 
Back then it was sugar, fruit and 
mining interests. Now venture 
capital eyes Cuba as a lucra-
tive market to be pried open 
by force. They are no doubt 
nostalgic for the days when 
Havana was a nearby, inexpen-
sive playground where wealthy 
tourists could entertain them-
selves with drink, gambling and 
prostitution.

It turns out the Cuban people 
are incredibly resilient. When I 

visited in 2024, I discovered 
a country that supplies over 
20,000 doctors and medical 
professionals to roughly 56 
countries worldwide, primarily 
in Latin America, Africa, and 
the Caribbean, all while strug-
gling to keep the lights on. I dis-
covered young, talented musi-
cians who, due to the embargo, 
had to share instruments to 
play. I discovered farmers prac-
ticing regenerative agriculture 
while plowing behind a team 
of oxen because fuel deliveries 
have been blockaded by the U.S. 
military. The only threat Cuba 
poses to the United States is the 
example it provides of resis-
tance to imperial aggression.

As in any country, Cubans 
must be allowed to decide the 
path of economic development 
which best suits them, without 
foreign interference. As British 
economist Emily Morris, who 
has been studying the Cuban 
economy since the early 1990s 
puts it, “If the U.S. were to lift 
sanctions, the Cuban economy, 
within five years would be pros-
perous.” Imagine what would 
happen to Montana’s economy 
if a foreign power prevented us 
from trading with the outside 
world, blocked all fuel ship-
ments and kept us from using 
the global financial system. 
Would we stand up to such a 
bully and fight for the right to 
self-determination? I’d like to 
believe we would. We should 
support Cuba’s resistance as 
well.

Dave Jones is an organizer with 
the Democratic Socialists of 
America, www.westernmtdsa.org.

DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS OF AMERICA

Crosshairs on Cuba

W
hen I lived in Helena, 
I once bet a coworker, 
a political junkie, that 

I could tell the political party 
of a homeowner just by the 
appearance of their yard. He 
took me up on it.

To Republicans, appearances 
count big time, which explains 
all the Barbies and GQ men 

in the current 
administration. 
Homely and 
casually dressed 
people need not 
apply. Republi-
can women are 
perfectly coiffed 
and dressed to 
the nines. And 
what’s with the 

hats? They wear more makeup 
than a drag queen. Come to 
think of it, some of them might 
be drag queens!

Republican men never wear 
plaid flannel, except to pose 
for a photo-op holding a gun 
to show how manly they are. 
Republicans are uncomfort-
able in nature. On vacation, 
they’d rather stay at a Hilton 
than camp in the woods.

Republicans like their 
yards to look more like formal 
English gardens than natural 
landscapes, hence my con-
nection between yards and 
political parties. Their lawns 
are carefully manicured mono-
cultures of water-sucking 
Kentucky bluegrass. Dem-
ocrat lawns are biodiversity 
hotspots. To a Republican, a 

weed is an embarrassment. To 
a Democrat, a weed is just part 
of the ground cover.

Republicans don’t like diver-
sity. They like everything and 
everyone the same: attractive, 
white and Christian. Demo-
crats embrace diversity; they 
understand its essential role in 
nature and how it enriches and 
informs human societies.

Republicans feel a need to 
tweak their surroundings and 
live in a fantasy world of their 
own creation. Democrats are 
grounded in Mother Earth and 
willing to let nature manage on 
its own.

Oh yeah, about that bet I 
made with my coworker. We 
drove to the homes of six peo-
ple my coworker knew well 
but were unknown to me. I 
guessed the right party of the 
homeowner on five out of six 
yards. To be fair, I was only 
half wrong on the sixth yard; 
the home was owned by a 
MAGA man and his progres-
sive wife.

Loren Bahls is a retired ecologist 
grounded in Missoula with 
tongue planted firmly in cheek.

GUEST VIEW

MAGA live in Wonderland, 
progressive Democrats 
live on Earth
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Let Montana voters 

decide on dark money

It’s hard to find anyone who 
doesn’t think there is too much 
money in our elections. Judging 
from their opinions, in the Mis-
soulian (May 26), the Montana, 
Billings and Kalispell Chambers 
of Commerce and State Rep. 
Millett are the exceptions.

Citizens United is disastrous 
legislation that became law. It 
gave corporations individual 
rights. Corporations don’t have 
families, need healthcare, a 
good public education system or 
trouble affording groceries.

The I-194 ballot initiative is 
not perfect; it is a step in cur-
tailing corporations’ domina-
tion of elections. Hawaii passed 
a similar measure and a dozen 
other states have initiatives in 
process.

Arguments from the afore-
mentioned Chambers and 
Millett include legal challenges 
being brought up. There are 
always legal challenges to any 
legislation. If I-194 makes the 
ballot we’ll see challenges and 
plenty of money spent by cor-
porations to defeat it.

Another argument was Cal-
ifornia billionaires could out-
spend Montana businesses to 
control local politics. Why spe-
cifically California, why not any 
billionaire? An inane argument, 
to be sure.

Many Montana businesses 
already contribute individually 
because customers are not from 
one party. The wealthy have 
always been able to influence 
elections but, with Citizens 
United, corporations have been 
able to secretly pump billions 
into the process. I-194 won’t 
solve every problem, but it 
addresses one of the big ones.

The big questions are why the 
Chambers and Rep. Millett want 
corporations to have the same 
rights as individual Americans 
and why don’t they want to 
give you, the Montana voters, a 
chance to decide?

Dudley Improta,
Missoula 

Support I-194 with your 

signature and your vote

A major political party, and a 
business advocacy group wrote 
guest opinions in the May 26 
Missoulian, urging voters not 
to sign or vote for I-194, The 

Montana Plan. They used the 
same old tired battle cries of it 
will “cost millions,” and “be bad 
for business.” Funny how once 
you have the privilege of access, 
you’re reluctant to give it up. 
Solutions to their concerns 
include not filing frivolous law-
suits to overturn the will of the 
people, and donating to cam-
paigns as individuals, subject to 
the same limitations.

Many elections in Montana 
have been decided (on both 
sides) by dark money. Currently, 
the Progressive Vet PAC and 
the More Jobs Less Government 
PAC are influencing your pri-
mary vote through unrelenting 
TV ads, texts, and mailers. Both 
groups are East Coast enti-
ties, funded by billionaires and 
corporate interests, who gain 
influence with candidates once 
elected. Do you want elected 
officials beholding to their cor-
porate and PAC donors — or 
do you want them to listen and 
respond to your concerns?

Montana had a proud tradi-
tion of eschewing influence by 
monied outsiders dating all the 
way back to 1912. A thorny U.S. 
Supreme Court decision tem-
porarily got in the way, but we 
have a chance to move toward 
a more perfect and permanent 
solution by passing The Mon-
tana Plan, once it has enough 
signatures to get on the ballot.

Let’s take back our demo-
cratic election process and start 
experiencing representative 
democracy again! Sign the 
petition, and vote for I-194 in 
November.

Peggy Cordell,
Missoula

Former USFS employees 

concerns

In the midst of the increas-
ingly higher risk fire seasons, 
the U.S. Forest Service (FS) 
completed 40% less wildfire 
mitigation in 2025 than it did in 
2024. The effect of the decision 
to reduce prescribed burns that 
control ladder fuels will be to 
increase the risk of conflagra-
tions. In 2025-26, DOGE cut FS 
personnel, hammering morale 
and weakening our ability to 
handle the upcoming fire sea-
sons. It will be worse due to the 
El Nino.

Retired FS employees who 
held responsible positions are 
extremely concerned. We’re 

also worried about some central 
fire agency holding jurisdiction 
over all FS and Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) lands.

The existing agencies know 
each section of land under their 
responsibility, which areas have 
buildings/infrastructure, and 
which contain valuable archae-
ological finds.

But regional control of the 
FS forests may be given to the 
states in which they are located. 
Most states can’t afford to man-
age them and will sell some to 
manage the rest, repeating the 
process a few years later.

Under a new plan, the 
national FS headquarters (HQ) 
will move 2,000 miles from 
Washington, D.C. to Utah. In 
D.C., the FS management and 
experts communicate directly 
with their counterparts in the 
BLM and the Park Service, 
responding quickly to members’ 
of Congress frequent requests 
for briefings on aspects of our 
national lands. If HQ moves to 
Utah, communication will be 
less effective.

The FS and BLM will be 
blamed for not doing their jobs 
— but how can they?

Michael Flanagan,
Missoula

Don’t confuse parental 

choice with recruiting 

violations
I am an educator at Glacier 

High School. I have been in the 
Kalispell School District for the 
last 25 years. For the last nine 
years, I have coached football at 
Kalispell Middle School. I have 
seen high school coaches recruit 
middle school players: writing 
letters to parents, talking to 
individuals after practice, offer-
ing varsity playing time by the 
time players were sophomores 
(if they came to his school). 
That is blatant recruiting. I 
never saw Grady Bennett recruit 
in these last nine years.

Parents can choose where 
they want their children to go 
to school. If I had children who 
were gifted in certain areas, I 
might want them to have the 
best opportunity to excel at the 
highest level. I might check out 
different schools in my area 
with outstanding programs. I 
might go through the allowable 
steps to enroll my child at that 
school. I would want my child to 
meet the director of a program 

to start building relationships. 
That is not recruiting by the 
director; that is a parent doing 
what they think is right for their 
child.

Bennett runs a successful 
program that treats kids right, 
makes deep playoff runs, and 
consistently competes for state 
titles; he’s guilty of that. If his 
program was mediocre, nobody 
would care, but success brings 
scrutiny. Coach Bennet has 
taken this ordeal with grace and 
humility. The MHSA should 
clarify the language in their 
bylaws to reflect the reality of 
open enrollment and parental 
rights.

Joel Bemis,
Kalispell

Peace without empathy 

is not peace

Ruth Vanita’s May 21 Mis-
soulian piece needs a response, 
with hope of avoiding her mis-
direction. Indeed, the word 
“peace” has been bandied about 
from the delimited “in our 
time” to hippie drivel turned 
into elite jargon. However, Van-
ita uses the words of Ms. Rankin 
as cover for the state of Israel, 
employing “Jews” and “Jew-
ish” as synonyms for it. Blessed 
indeed are the peacemakers like 
Jeannette, flawed indeed as we 
all are. Winston Churchill, for 
example, characterized Muslim 
zealotry as the “hydrophobia in 
a dog.” This is but one example 
of the abandonment of empa-
thy in Fomenters of Empire 
… which, of course, aptly 
describes America enabling the 
heavily Old Testament flavored 
genocide in Gaza.

That 150+ little girls were 
killed by an American Toma-
hawk on Feb. 28, in my humble 
opinion, was an example of the 
teetering American Empire in 
the hands of the types of brutes 
that show up in its late stages. 
We are, presently, an onagar-
chy (government by a bunch of 
braying asses) and explaining 
their presence there’s so much 
personal, individual folly to go 
around that it is impossible here 
to cast the first stone.

So why not stop this? Every 
generation has its Netanyanus, 
Ben Gvirs, Bannons, Leonard 
Leos, etc., as well as mon-
eyed-up misanthropes looking 
to repeat an analogue to the 
Manhattan Project. There will 

be no islands for them, no Mars, 
no eternal lives, no revisiting of 
their old friends the Mastodons 
and Tyrannosauri, certainly no 
rapture, only empathy ... and 
maybe a little water.

Bill Shea,
Missoula

The political assault  

on bison

Bison were symbols of the 
American West long before 
Europeans arrived. Graceful 
paintings in caves and etchings 
along cliffs illustrate historic 
human admiration for the beast. 
Any student of our West knows 
the role of these animals in 
North American culture, and 
it seems implausible that we 
would not by now have moved 
beyond frontier responses 
— those featuring wannabe 
cowboys shooting bison from 
moving trains to leave them rot 
on the prairie. But those Pull-
man cars have been replaced by 
corporate jets and governor’s 
limos, and there will soon be 
documentaries recording the 
mystery of what could have 
convinced anyone — even cow-
boy hat-wearing politicians like 
Montana’s governor and federal 
representation — to imagine 
that bison no longer belong on 
public lands. Current federal 
land managers report to histor-
ically terrible leaders in Wash-
ington right now. It is sad that 
Montana bureaucrats cannot 
at least sit a little taller in the 
saddle.

Lance Schelvan,
Missoula
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