
Western Montana Democratic Socialists of America 
Monthly Business Meeting 
September 13th, 2025. 11am 
Location: Goodworks & via Zoom:  Present in person, Brian Myers, Brendan Work, Jackie 
Reimers, Mark Anderlik, 
Sophie Moon, Lucas Moody, Alex Riffy, Robbie Liben and on Zoom were Tony Davis, Sarah 
McClain, Chester Seitz, Rachel Calderon-Navarro. 
This is not the complete list. 
 
● Native Land Acknowledgement: We recognize that capitalism, land exploitation, and settler-colonialism 
are closely 
intertwined, as American capitalism was built on stolen indigenous land. We also recognize the clear role 
of indigenous oppression in 
serving the interests of fossil capitalism, as demonstrated time and time again. Finally, we believe that 
indigenous land rights and 
self determination are a crucial aspect of environmental justice and the fight against capitalist 
extractivism. For these reasons, we 
are committed to standing with the Salish and Kootenai people and pledge to support their struggle as 
best as we can.  Brendan reads. 
● Introductions: Name, Pronouns, and Question: “If you could describe what abolition 
means to you in one sentence, what would it be?” 
● Community Agreements for Respectful Discussion (brief)  Tony reads. 
● Rotating Roles: 
o Facilitator – Brendan 
o Timekeeper – Rachel (Brendan backup) 
o Progressive stack – Brian 
o Notetaker – Steven Sarah took notes. 
● Agenda: additions and approval  Agenda approved. 
● Meeting Minutes: correction and approval  No corrections.  Minutes approved. 
● Treasurer’s Report (Jackie)  We have $1,271.00 in checking after paying for conference trip.  Got 
money from Pay Pal from yard sale. 
Got $150 donation from Pamela Vockle for convention fund.  We have $4,579.00 in savings for 
the Statewide Legislative funds for which we have responsibility.  
● Announcements - (5 Min) 
o Newsletter submissions – by Wednesday, Sept 24  Agreed upon. 
o “Voice of the People: Radio by & for the 99%” radio show, Tuesdays 12-2 pm, 
KFGM 101.5 FM, 1015kfgm.org, or podcast on https://anchor.fm/vop-montana  Mark said he 
interviewed Brandon Bryant for his next radio show and reports on his investigation of the 
incident discussed. 
 
● Working Group Reports (20 min) 
o Social & Outreach (Brendan)  Socialist Speakers Series w/Kristian Williams and Riley Pavelich 
will be Monday, Sept. 15 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Elks upstairs.  A pot-luck will be held at 
Robbie's Sunday at 6:00 p.m.  The "Griz Fight Back" event will be held at the base of the M 
Sunday, Sept. 14th from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. where Montanans for Palestine will speak.  The next 

http://1015kfgm.org/
https://anchor.fm/vop-montana


Social & Outreach meeting will be Monday, Sept. 22, 4:30 p.m. at Flippers.  We need to plan a 
new Phone-a-thon for membership because nobody came to the last one on the 8th. 
 
o Editorial & Comms (Robbie)  Robbie reports a group effort led to an editorial "How to Elect the 
City Council Missoula Deserves" written by Justis the Working Group and the candidates.  We 
need two weeks advance notice for posting events and better communication between various 
platforms and methods. 
 
20 minutes more time was added for this section. 
 
o Labor (Steven)  Mark reports Organizing for Power has good attendance.  DFTBA is doing good 
work in their bargaining.  The Labor Working Group is now statewide:  next meeting Sept. 21st 
at 4:00 p.m. on Zoom.  Two DSA members are salting Amazon.  A motion for resolution sent to 
membership (see attachment below "W MT DSA docx" was made and approved by all.  
Starbucks campaign wants volunteers for picket-line Sunday, Sept. 28th 10:00 to noon, Friday 
Oct. 3rd morning and Saturday, Oct. 4th from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.  There were some volunteers, 
others contact Mark. 
Canvassing events:   
o Electoral (Mark)  The Western Montana DSA political platform has been finalized and is 
attached.  Canvassing events:  Quattrocci on Sept. 25, with others Oct. 9 and 23.  Nov. 1st will 
be a phone-bank.  All candidates will be invited to a forum with MontPIRG on Thursday, Oct. 9th 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at U of M Gallagher Bldg, room 123 and at the Zach on Nov. 1st.  All 
candidates need contributions, especially Quattrocci, who has no signs yet. Give at 
Dave4Missoula and to others.  Links are in the Newsletter.  The proposed platform seeks to 
offer useful specific goals not just slogans.  Perhaps it should be edited somewhat before then.  
The platform will be unveiled and explained at a press conference in the last week of September 
at 4:00 p.m. on the Courthouse lawn.  A motion was made to pass the DSA Platform for City 
Council 2025, seconded and approved. 
o Palestine (Brendan)  We collected $6,500.00 at the last event and it has been distributed.  
MT4P will speak at the "Griz Rally" Sunday and the next meeting will be Sunday, Sept. 14th at 
the Rooster Cafe.  There will be a vigil Oct.. 7th reading martyred Gazan children's names. 
Robbie reports Missoula JVP will meet on Yom Kippur.  
● New Chapter Projects (30 min) 
o Updates on Brandon Bryant, and possible committee? (10 min)  We should have a committee to 
support Brandon Bryant though we should proceed with some care and caution, he is a member 
who is in need and was beaten by police.  Some names were volunteered and we will set up a 
signal channel to communicate. 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
 
Upcoming Meetings & Dates: 
● Sunday, September 14, 2:00 p.m., Grizzlies Fight Back rally at UM Oval. 
● Sunday, September 14, 4:00 p.m., MT4P meeting at the Rooster Cafe. 
● Monday, September 15, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. – Evening with Kristian Williams and 
Riley Pavelich: Prison, Parole, and Bail Abolition. Elks Lodge. Note: This event was 



originally scheduled for September 18th.23rd 
● Monday, September 15, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Montana Organizer Training, on 
zoom. 
● Sunday, September 21 , 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. – Labor Working Group meeting on 
zoom. Text/ call Mark for meeting details. 
● Monday, September 22, 4:30 p.m. – Social and Outreach meeting, Flippers. 
● Monday, September 22, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Montana Organizer Training, on 
zoom. 
● Tuesday, September 23, 6:00 p.m. – Editorial Working Group meeting, via Zoom. All 
are welcome. 
● Tuesday, September 23, 6:00 p.m. - Electoral Working Group meeting, place tbd. 
Call/text Mark 406-209-1884 for details. 
● Monday, September 29, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Montana Organizer Training, on 
zoom. 
● Tuesday, October 1, time TBA: JVP Yom Kippur Gathering 
● Sunday, October 5, 11:00 a.m. – Steering committee meeting via Zoom. All are 
welcome. 
● Saturday, October 11, 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. – Western Montana DSA Chapter 
Meeting, Goodworks Place, 129 West Alder St., Missoula and via Zoom. 
 
 
Appendix: 
 
Western Montana DSA Amazon Priority Resolution – Sept 13, 2025 
Whereas: Amazon is the second largest private employer in the U.S. and is worth nearly 
2 trillion dollars; 
Whereas: organizing the 1.5 million Amazon workers in the U.S. is do or die for both the 
U.S. Labor Movement and the U.S. Left; 
Whereas: the first national strike of Amazon workers took place across 10 facilities in 
December of 2024, representing a growing movement; 
Whereas: organizing Amazon presents a unique opportunity for DSA members to gain 
firsthand organizing experience and truly build a working-class base; 
Whereas: Amazon workers in Skokie, New York City, and California have been leading 
the way for the national movement for years; 
Therefore, be it resolved that: the Western Montana Chapter of the Democratic 
Socialists of America will designate solidarity organizing with the Amazon campaign a 
chapter priority. To this end the chapter will take the following steps: 
1. Name at least one Amazon Solidarity Organizer (ASO) 
a. Each ASO will commit on average 1 – 5 hours per week to supporting 
Amazon organizing in Western Montana 
b. DSA ASOs will coordinate with the DSA National Labor staffer to be 
connected to the national DSA Amazon Solidarity Network, and check 
consistently with the DSA Labor staffer and/or a member of the DSA 
Amazon Steering Committee (comprised of Amazon workers who are 
DSA members) 
 
2. The Amazon Solidarity Organizers will work with and be accountable to local 
Amazon union campaigns. Possible solidarity work that ASOs will carry out 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/129+West+Alder+St.,+Missoula?entry=gmail&source=g


includes: 
a. Develop an Amazon Worker Solidarity committee of local community 
members for picket support and other mobilization 
b. Work with local organiziners to recruit workers into organizing committees 
c. Develop trainings aabout the importance of organizing Amazon for DSA 
members and the community 
d. Support communications and research needs of local Amazon union 
campaigns 
e. Fundraise for Strike and Defense funds for local Amazon union campaigns 
f. Identify and recruit potential salts 
 
 
Western Montana Democratic Socialists of America (DSA) 
Platform 2025 
1. Affordable Housing 
a. Social Housing – Self-sustaining, permanently affordable, mixed-income 
housing that is initially paid for with municipal bonds, not taxes. Social Housing 
uses quality prevailing wage construction to appeal to all incomes, with the land 
permanently taken off the real estate market. Tenants would have direct 
democratic say over the management of the property. 
https://popularresistance.org/new-social-housing-programs-seek-to-make- 
homes-permanently-affordable/ and 
https://youtu.be/t_J2aCj_hgw?si=To4rZk25nUxkRJpV 
b. Unhoused Neighbors – Pursue a “housing first” strategy. Provide a place to 
shelter with basic amenities for our unhoused neighbors. Work with the 
Unhoused Neighbors Union to organize the unhoused. Absolutely no 
criminalization for being houseless. 
c. Tenants Rights – The Right-to-Counsel for all tenants facing eviction without an 
attorney. Restrict rental application fees. Work with the Missoula Tenants Union 
to further expand the rights of tenants and to lower the costs of renting. 
d. Vacation Rentals - Regulate vacation rentals of owners of multiple rental 
properties. Enforce registration regulations. Categorize as businesses. Pursue a 
local vacancy tax. 
2. Reform City Council 
a. City Budget Process – Employ a priority-based budgeting process, with robust 
citizen participation, that uses performance metrics to analyze every program. 
Repeat every 10 years. 
b. City Council Meetings – Place citizen comment toward the beginning. Consult 
with city staff, but also do our own research on issues. Empower Neighborhood 
Councils to generate proposed legislation. 
c. Home Rule - Demand of the Montana Legislature full home rule ability. 
d. City Contracting - Enact best-value contracting procedures. 
 
3. Missoula Redevelopment Agency (MRA) 
a. Tax Increment Finance (TIF) funds – No funding for profit-based corporations 
without compensatory community benefits. No funding for market-rate housing 
without substantial affordable housing included. 
b. MRA Board - Better coordination with local governments, especially as it 
pertains to budgeting. Make the MRA board democratic and accountable. 



c. Community Benefits - Direct MRA board to secure labor peace agreements, 
prevailing wages and other more substantial community benefits. 
 
4. Public Health and Safety 
a. Crime Prevention - Expand Mobile Support Teams, diversion programs, 
neighborhood investments, functional public accountability of law enforcement 
and other proven crime prevention methods. 
b. Health And Social Services Investment In Our Neighborhoods - For 
example, create quality child-care that is affordable for parents and pays a living 
wage to workers. 
c. Ambulance Service - Create a publicly owned ambulance service. 
d. ICE - Order city police to not cooperate with ICE. 
5. Environment 
a. Publicly Owned Utilities - Investigate ways to purchase other utility services like 
Missoula Water. 
b. Transportation - Continue to expand bicycle and public transit infrastructure. 
Prioritize walkable community designs and infrastructure. 
c. Green Infrastructure - Mandate effective and affordable green infrastructure for 
new developments. 
d. Toxic Pesticides - Replace the use of toxic pesticides in our parks and public 
lands with effective non-toxic pesticides and methods. 
 
6. Small Business and Taxes 
a. Small Business - Loosen burdensome barriers to opening small businesses in 
Missoula. Allow a mix of small business types within neighborhoods. 
b. Property Tax Relief - Demand that the Montana Legislature rescind income tax 
cuts for the wealthy to fund a reduction in low and middle-income property taxes. 
 
c. Home Rule on Taxes - Demand of the Legislature the full right to have citizen- 
approved local tax increases. 
 
7. Palestine 
a. Resolution - Pass a resolution demanding an immediate halt of US aid to Israel 
until their genocide, war crimes, illegal occupation and domestic apartheid 
ceases. 
b. Divest and Boycott Israel - Divest all Missoula funds from Israeli companies 
and boycott all Israeli government events. 


