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Endorsement questionnaire

From David Quattrocchi on 2025-06-27 14:21

Appreciate your consideration!

Yours in solidarity,

DQ

Missoula Municipal Elections 2025 - Candidate Questionnaire

Western Montana Chapter of the Democratic Socialists of America (DSA)

Candidate Name: David Quattrocchi

Ward/Mayor: City Council, Ward 4

Why are you running?

I'm running to ensure we have below-median-income-level representation on Council. I'm running to ensure we
have a renter who can't afford market rent or to own a home on Council. I'm running because we don't have
civilian oversight on our budget priorities or how our town is developed, and | will fight to establish that. I'm
running because when |'ve tried to appeal to current representatives in my Ward and others in the City, they
aren't listening, not because they can't, but because developers and gentrification enablers captured our reps'
ears long ago, and that needs to stop. The rent is too damn high. The property taxes are being used for
corporate welfare, effectively threatening housing for people on fixed incomes who bought homes years ago.
And the power is too damn centralized. I'm running to undo all this and fight to make it right.

What concerns do you have for Missoula?

I have concerns that our most vulnerable aren't considered in how we develop or prioritize how we spend taxes.
| have concerns that real estate execs and their enablers are greasing the wheels to make our local government
a gentrification machine rather than an entity that takes care of its people. | also have concerns that whether it's
climate-related, housing-related or any vulnerable population, we aren't taking care to set up support systems
that protect Missoulians. Our City Council openly says they're not service providers in public meetings, yet they
provide land and money to entities that are definitely taking care of the rich minority in town. Unacceptable.

Do you see issues that need immediate attention?
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Housing and homelessness crisis. Any population who dies at the frequency as our unhoused neighbors would
be seen as a pandemic that needs addressing. This signals a greater economic disparity that is not just being
ignored but actively neglected. The systems we set up for our most vulnerable will be there for us when climate
crisis-driven extreme weather events occur. Our older neighbors are struggling to afford healthcare and keep
the homes they live in as their property taxes rise and services continue to be defunded. We need to take care
of each other as we age. The dearth of affordable childcare and student programming can also be bulked up
within our city; if we want a brighter future based in equality and nurturing, we actually have to show up for
youth and make sure they have access to programs and support that ensures they thrive as they grow.

Do you identify as a democratic socialist or do you support democratic socialist policy ideas?

| support the ideals. | actually appreciate our Council races are run non-partisan, because at the end of the day,
it doesn't matter which party | say I'm part of if | don't show up and walk the walk. | know within democratic
socialism, there's also a big tent of ideas on how to govern. I'm willing to and have worked with DSA members
and chapters on many campaigns and projects, holding a steering committee and committee chairs positions in
the past decade. | believe wealth and resources should be distributed based on each person's needs. | believe
tax is a way to level the playing field and make sure everyone gets what they need. | will work to decentralize
power to avoid the current situation where we have unelected city staff department heads and developers
dictating the direction of our local government.

What do you think about capitalism as a way to run society? What do you think about socialism as a way to run
society?

Capitalism pits us against each other for resources and rarely if ever provides checks and balances on how we
treat each other while we're doing it. It's an unhealthy system that makes resources scarce. Socialism ensures
we all have what we need, everyone is accepted as the person they are, and mutual thriving is embraced as a
measure of success.

Who are your 5 largest contributors?

Friends and family who had money to donate.

Are you campaigning, or planning to campaign, door-to-door?

I am currently doing just that! Have been for at least the last month.

By the US Bureau of Labor Statistics estimate for May 2024, Missoula County has about 33,000 workers who
make $45,000 a year or less. How will you have the City address the problem of half of Missoula workers
making less than a living wage?

By ensuring we have programs set up to support poor and working people. For instance, City Council recently
voted to remove a childcare element to the Ravara housing project on the northside. We need programs like
that to make living here affordable, and to avoid creating healthcare and other types of "deserts." Our Food
Bank is also struggling, along with our shelter system—we need to bulk these efforts up to have support in place
when money and resources are tight. Also if we keep developing this town for luxury living and tourist
attractions, it will price us all out eventually. We need to stem the tide of gentrification and make this a home for
everyone here rather than a speculative playground for rich people.
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Do you support the right of public employees to organize into unions and to collectively bargain?

I do, and | am one of those public employees who is in MFPE and is part of my bargaining team. Also VP of
Local 8512.

How would you strengthen this right for all workers across Missoula?

I would support efforts around workplace unionization that our DSA chapter has initiated over the last couple
years. I've stood and canvassed with workers at the Starbucks drive-thru to support their unionization efforts. |
work actively with the tenants union to establish tenant unions across the town. Anything within the purview of
local government that can impact workers' rights and their ability to organize, | will fully support and defer to
labor organizers on what those goals are.

Best value contracting is a way for government bodies to bid out contract work that just doesn't always go to the
lowest price bidder. This method can consider whether a contractor pays a living wage, provides apprenticeship
opportunities, is a good citizen, etc. Do you support the City adopting a "best value contracting" bidding
process?

¢ | support bidding that doesn't treat public goods and commodities as items to be competed for on the
market. If BVC leads to lower wages or scab workers, then | absolutely don't support it. We've made
enough concessions on public goods and programs that resulted in reneging on elements that would
benefit poor and working people. I'll work to put an end to that.

Would you support a City-funded or City-backed effort to provide better quality affordable childcare for working
families?

e Emphatically yes. This is a public good that can't be overestimated. As noted in my Ravara project
response above, this is a dereliction of duty by our current representatives, and | won't fall in line with that.

Do you consider safe and affordable housing a human right?

¢ [ think it should be, yes. It is not, as currently reflected by how we treat housing, but every policy and
program related to housing | support will be working towards making housing a human right for all.

How would you address Missoula's affordable housing crisis?

e We've got to be more discerning in how we develop housing. If we're building more housing, it must have
a no-to-low income units guarantee on it. | will support and introduce policy that taxes and disincentivies
Air Bnbs and secondary speculative homes taken hostage by rich people who prioritize passive income
over others' ability to live here. | will work to make our MRA (redevelopment agency) overseen by
civilians, rather than how it currently has business interests and real estate lobbyists running the show.

How would you improve upon the City's approach to the unhoused?

e Low bar here, but by supplying a safe space for our unhoused neighbors to be where they can access
services and support while they navigate deep poverty. Also | will introduce and support any policy that no
longer criminalizes poverty, including ordinance 12.60 which currently penalizes poor people for having
tents up between 8am-8pm and offers misdemeanor charges for violating the conditions in the policy.

https://mail-attachment.googleusercontent.com/attachment/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5364 1f454 c&view=att&th=198f6d787f90cc75&attid=0.2&disp=vah&safe=1&z... 3/6



9/1/25, 6:52 PM D Quatttrocchi - Endorsement questionnaire 2025.docx

Do you support the city funding more shelter spaces for people experiencing houselessness?

e Yes, it's absolutely necessary until we have no-to-low income housing options available.

Would you support an ordinance establishing rent control?

¢ Yes, though we need to unravel some policy at the state level to do that.

The climate crisis is an existential threat to our communities and to the world. How would you improve upon the
City's efforts to reduce or eliminate Missoula's carbon emissions?

e By taking cues from our climate-focused groups in town, rather than patting them on the head for the
loads of work and reports they produce to cue us in to how to do this work. This also means supporting

projects like Neighborways and other sustainable transportation-based solutions to walkable and
accessible pathways for Missoulians to navigate their town.

What will you do to counter both the natural and man-made effects of Climate Change?

e Besides the above, | will introduce or support any policy informed by climate groups' suggestions on how
we combat climate crisis locally.

Do you support a city-wide ban on styrofoam and single-use plastics?

e | definitely would.

How do you view municipalization of the power grid or publicly owned power?

¢ | support it and any effort to take back local control of our public goods and infrastructure. This would
lower rates and take us out of the hands of the monopoly Northwest currently strangeholds us with.

What would you like to see added or taken out of the city budget?

e |'d like to add anything that bulks up social safety nets for community members, builds our town
infrastructure out in a way that is sustainable and environmentally friendly, and a large enough slush fund
for smaller neighborhood-based projects that need our attention, and that | learn about on a daily basis
when canvassing door-to-door. I'd like to see the ever-increasing police budget go towards data collection
on 911 calls dealing with mental health and domestic violence crises, so that we can build out systems of
support that meet the needs of people in crisis. I'd also like to have money for schools be abundant.

Do you support reallocating some police and jail resources to meet the basic needs of Missoulians?

¢ Yes, as noted above.
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Do you support more effective crime prevention measures than are currently practiced?

¢ | believe addressing root causes of "crime" is most effective. The deeper the desperation, the deeper the
need by someone committing a "crime." So making sure resources are accessible and abundant can help
our entire community out. This will likely increase our ability to protect single and vulnerable mothers and
women escaping domestic violence situations, which is where I've noticed we're failing many women
currently.

Should the Missoula City Police and other law enforcement and courts share their resources and information
with ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement)?

¢ No, they shouldn't. The disruption in people's lives, our workforce and availability of affordable food and
services, and basic civil rights is not worth it and makes us all unsafe.

Do you support decriminalizing entheogens (psychoactive substances) in Missoula?

¢ Yes, research shows that criminalizing these substances is unhelpful, and the medical and mental health
benefits far outweigh other concerns. | support ending the "war on drugs" at every level.

Would you change how tax increment funding (TIF) is practiced in Missoula?

¢ Public funds should be used for public goods. No more creating "Urban Renewal Districts" or "blighted
areas" that ends up taxing Missoulians to acquire corporate welfare. The banks and hotels have enough,
it's time to reroute that money to the people and their needs.

If yes, how so?

e See above. Also, we need a civilian oversight board on the MRA rather than appointed boards full of
lawyers and business associates.

The Montana Legislature has highly restricted local governments from taxing its own citizens and legislating on
issues of community concern, even if a majority of citizens agree to it. How do you think the City should address
this?
¢ Spending our lobbying energy at the state to work with other municipalities to loosen those restrictions
sounds like a good start. We could use the constitutionally-mandated local government review process
due up next in 2026 to recommend structural reforms or stronger local advocacy mechanisms. We can
also engage with the state legislature to amend or repeal preemption statutes (e.g., the carbon-fee ban

§7-1-116, income/sales tax prohibition §7-1-112) and advocate around bills like recent HB 809, which
codified more state control over local taxation and regulation.

Would you vote for a resolution condemning the genocide by Israel in Gaza?

¢ | would do that and include any possible protections for immigrants living and working in Missoula.

What would you like to see changed at city council to increase public participation?
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¢ We need to honor the community engagement the City staff workers already do, including neighborhood
council engagement. There needs to be a direct channel from those meetings and feedback points that
go direct to the decisionmaking. | want to work out a way to hold regular town halls to give constituents an
opportunity and forum to actually discuss issues together and work toward shared goals in our
community.

Would you like a public endorsement by the Western Montana Chapter of the Democratic Socialists of America?

¢ | would appreciate it, if you feel our values align. We need everyone on board to push back against the
power imbalance in Missoula, and that includes myself and DSA working together.
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