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Missoula Municipal Elections 2025 - Candidate Questionnaire

Western Montana Chapter of the Democratic Socialists of America (DSA)

Candidate Name: Lucas Moody

Ward/Mayor: Ward 1 Missoula

1. Why are you running?

I’'m running because | believe Missoula can and should work for everyone—not just the wealthy or well-
connected. As our city grows, we must ensure that growth doesn’t come at the expense of our
neighbors. I'm committed to advancing affordable housing, addressing homelessness with dignity
(including overturning the no camping ban), protecting workers’ rights, and making Missoula more
walkable, bikeable, and just. We have an opportunity to build a city where everyone—regardless of
income, ability, or background—can thrive.

2. What concerns do you have for Missoula?

One of my primary concerns for Missoula is the increasingly cruel and punitive treatment of our
unhoused population. Rather than addressing the root causes of homelessness—such as lack of
affordable housing, mental health support, and economic opportunity—our community has leaned too
heavily on criminalization and displacement. This approach not only lacks compassion, but it also fails to
provide real solutions.

Additionally, the rapid increase in housing costs is pushing out working-class residents and making it
harder for families to stay in Missoula. Policies continue to favor real estate developers and out-of-state
investors over long-term affordability and community stability. If we don’t prioritize equitable
development and protections for renters and low-income families, we risk losing the very character and
diversity that make Missoula strong.

Do you see issues that need immediate attention?

We need to make a significant investment in affordable and supportive housing, overturn the no-
camping ban that criminalizes homelessness, and expand access to safe, sanctioned outdoor shelters.
These steps are essential to creating compassionate, effective solutions that prioritize dignity, safety, and
long-term stability for our unhoused neighbors.

3. Do you identify as a democratic socialist or do you support democratic socialist policy ideas?

What do you think about capitalism as a way to run society? What do you think about socialism as a way to
run society?
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Absolutely, | support democratic socialist policy ideas. | believe in a society where basic human needs—
like housing, healthcare, and dignified work—are rights, not privileges. Where do | begin with capitalism
—simply put capitalism puts profits before people and has created unsustainable inequality. Also, it is
causing the climate crisis and is incapable of solving the problems it is creating. Socialism on the other

hand offers a vision where we organize our economy and communities around care, equity, and shared
responsibility.

0. Who are your 5 largest contributors?

Parents, retirees, nurses and teachers

0. Are you campaigning, or planning to campaign, door-to-door?

Yes, absolutely. Connecting directly with Missoulians is at the heart of my campaign. I’'m going door-to-

door to hear from residents, understand their priorities, and build relationships rooted in trust and
shared vision.

By the US Bureau of Labor Statistics estimate for May 2024, Missoula County has about 33,000 workers who

make $45,000 a year or less. How will you have the City address the problem of half of Missoula workers
making less than a living wage?

We must raise the minimum wage to a livable standard and strengthen protections for workers through
union support and labor enforcement. | will advocate for city-led initiatives that support local job
creation, workforce training, and job stability. | also support best value contracting and ensuring city

contracts go to businesses that pay living wages and treat workers with dignity. Addressing the housing
affordability crisis is also a key pillar in this conversation.

0. Do you support the right of public employees to organize into unions and to collectively bargain?

Absolutely. | support the right of all workers to organize, bargain collectively, and strike if necessary. As a
proud union member of Montana’s largest union, | would work to ensure city workers are protected

from anti-union tactics and that collective bargaining agreements are honored and expanded where
possible.

How would you strengthen this right for all workers across Missoula?

To strengthen this right across Missoula, | would do a few things including 1) Champion city policies that
protect workers from retaliation when organizing. 2) Use the City’s influence to promote union jobs in
public projects and partnerships. 3) Advocate for local hiring and apprenticeship programs that prioritize

union labor and workforce development. 4) Support right of first refusal for employees to buy a business
being sold and turn it into a worker coop.

Collective bargaining isn’t just a right—it’s a tool for reducing inequality and empowering communities.
We need to defend and expand that power across all sectors.
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0. Best value contracting is a way for government bodies to bid out contract work that just doesn’t always go
to the lowest price bidder. This method can consider whether a contractor pays a living wage, provides
apprenticeship opportunities, is a good citizen, etc. Do you support the City adopting a “best value
contracting” bidding process?

Yes. Public dollars should support ethical contractors who pay fair wages, support apprenticeships, and
serve the community—not just those offering the lowest bid. Especially supporting local contracts that
keep wealth in the community.

1. Would you support a City-funded or City-backed effort to provide better quality affordable childcare for
working families?

Yes. Quality, affordable childcare is essential infrastructure. Supporting working families with accessible
childcare strengthens our local economy and improves equity.

0. Do you consider safe and affordable housing a human right?

How would you address Missoula’s affordable housing crisis?

How would you improve upon the City’s approach to the unhoused?

Do you support the city funding more shelter spaces for people experiencing houselessness?

Would you support an ordinance establishing rent control?

Yes. Housing is a human right. | support increasing the affordable housing supply through zoning
reforms, incentives for developers, and programs for first-time homebuyers. | also support rent control,
expanded tenant protections, more shelter spaces, and a housing-first approach to ending
homelessness.

0. The climate crisis is an existential threat to our communities and to the world. How would you improve
upon the City’s efforts to reduce or eliminate Missoula’s carbon emissions?

What will you do to counter both the natural and man-made effects of Climate Change?

Do you support a city-wide ban on styrofoam and single-use plastics?

We must invest in walkable and bikeable neighborhoods, expand public transit, and push for sustainable
land-use planning. | support a city-wide ban on styrofoam and single-use plastics, and | would advocate
for municipal programs that incentivize green infrastructure, home weatherization, and solar energy
adoption some of which already exist.

0. How do you view municipalization of the power grid or publicly owned power?
| support publicly owned utilities. Local control can lead to greater accountability, affordability, and

alignment with our climate goals. We have already done this with Missoula’s water being controlled by
the city. | think we should extend this to power.
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0. What would you like to see added or taken out of the city budget?

| would reallocate funding toward housing, mental health services, public transit, infrastructure for
walking/biking, and climate resilience. I'd reduce spending that supports punitive systems over
preventative care and community wellbeing. | would also cut subsidization for hotels and banks as well
as cut funding for the robot dog.

0. Do you support reallocating some police and jail resources to meet the basic needs of Missoulians?

Do you support more effective crime prevention measures than are currently practiced?

Should the Missoula City Police and other law enforcement and courts share their resources and
information with ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement)?

Do you support decriminalizing entheogens (psychoactive substances) in Missoula?
Yes. We should shift funding toward housing, mental health care, substance use treatment, and
community-based interventions. | support crime prevention through care and opportunity, not

punishment. Ice is a terrorist organization that has no place in our city. Yes | support decriminalizing
entheogens.

0. Would you change how tax increment funding (TIF) is practiced in Missoula?

If yes, how so?

Yes. TIF should be used more transparently and equitably, with stronger community input. It must
prioritize affordable housing, community infrastructure, and public benefit over private gain.

0. The Montana Legislature has highly restricted local governments from taxing its own citizens and

legislating on issues of community concern, even if a majority of citizens agree to it. How do you think the
City should address this?

We must organize local resistance—partner with other municipalities, educate voters, and push back
against state overreach. Municipalities should have the right to self-govern, especially when it comes to
housing, wages, and climate action.

0. Would you vote for a resolution condemning the genocide by Israel in Gaza?

100% Yes. It is a crying shame that this has not already been done.

0. What would you like to see changed at city council to increase public participation?

| would like to see a series of elected community councils (expansion of some of the neighborhood and
union councils) that interface more with the city council.
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0. Would you like a public endorsement by the Western Montana Chapter of the Democratic Socialists of
America?

Absolutely.

Thank you for your reply to this questionnaire. We ask that you complete this by

Sunday June 29. Please email completed questionnaires to electoral@westernmtdsa.org. After we receive
the completed questionnaire, we will arrange to do a 30-minute interview with vou in person or_online
between June 30 through July 11. We will make our endorsement decisions on Saturday July 12.

If you have questions or concerns, please contact Mark at electoral@westernmtdsa.org or (406) 207-1884
cell/text
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