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Missoula Municipal Elections 2025 - Candidate Questionnaire

Western Montana Chapter of the Democratic Socialists of America (DSA)

Candidate Name: Daniel Carlino

Ward/Mayor: City Council, Ward 3

1. Why are you running?

| am running for city council because | am an activist and think that having leftist activists in political positions is
a big piece of the puzzle to accomplishing major societal change. On the city council, | have pushed and fighted
for popular progressive policies relentlessly. While most of my policy proposals have been shut down, | have
also been able to successfully pass the most policy changes than any other council member in the last four
years. | am hungry for political change.

2. What concerns do you have for Missoula?

My biggest concern for Missoula is that everyday people in our community are being priced out by the higher
costs of living. My other top concerns are the uses of policing rather than social services, the climate crisis, and
the suppression of public participation in government.

Do you see issues that need immediate attention?

Yes, I see the need for housing affordability and climate/environmental action as top issues that need
immediate attention.

3. Do you identify as a democratic socialist or do you support democratic socialist policy ideas?

Yes, | am a card carrying DSA member and support all democratic socialist policy ideas through my decisions on
city council.

What do you think about capitalism as a way to run society? What do you think about socialism as a way to
run society?
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| do not agree with capitalism because it puts the pursuit of profits over anything else. | agree with socialism as
a way to run society because it puts the needs of people and the environment first.

4. Who are your 5 largest contributors?

Local Missoulians and family members: Zooey Zephyr, Ben Darrow, David Ley, Kim & Rick McDaniel

5.Are you campaigning, or planning to campaign, door-to-door?

Yes, this is how the majority of my time is spent campaigning and have volunteer opportunities every day of
the week.

6. By the US Bureau of Labor Statistics estimate for May 2024, Missoula County has about 33,000 workers
who make $45,000 a year or less. How will you have the City address the problem of half of Missoula
workers making less than a living wage?

Although the authority to increase the minimum wage and worker protections are controlled at the state or
federal government levels, we can make a major difference and set an example with our city employees and
contracted employees with the City of Missoula. I support our city employees having the right to unionize
and am willing to amend and support city contracts that ensure our contracted employees are being given a
fair wage and worker protections.

7.Do you support the right of public employees to organize into unions and to collectively bargain?

Yes, | have voted in favor of all of our city employee contracts except for the police union and have talked to
many city union employees and HR about how their contract negotiations are going to help ensure the workers
are satisfied with their contracts.

How would you strengthen this right for all workers across Missoula?

I would strengthen this by advocating and proposing to include that city contracting workers are getting fair
wages and worker protections.

8. Best value contracting is a way for government bodies to bid out contract work that just doesn’t always go to
the lowest price bidder. This method can consider whether a contractor pays a living wage, provides
apprenticeship opportunities, is a good citizen, etc. Do you support the City adopting a “best value contracting”
bidding process?

| do support this. The lowest price bidder is not always the best option for workers rights, environmental
protection, and public good, but we will need to change these requirements at the state level.
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9. Would you support a City-funded or City-backed effort to provide better quality affordable childcare for
working families?

The City government is the largest childcare provider in Missoula through our Parks & Recreation programs. This
needs to be expanded as much as possible at the local government level to work towards universal childcare for
our community. | have advocated for this in public-private partnerships around development and most recently
voted to keep the affordable childcare requirement in the Ravara publicly subsidized housing development,
while the majority of council members voted to allow the developer to back out of that agreement.

10. Do you consider safe and affordable housing a human right?

Yes, | consider all basic needs of life such as access to housing, water, food, health care, etc. as human rights.

How would you address Missoula’s affordable housing crisis?

I have a full platform on my campaign website, but we need government subsidized housing for people of all
incomes to ensure people’s need for housing is not controlled by the for-profit housing market. We need to
pump more money into our affordable housing trust fund, change the zoning for the city, ban airbnbs, pass a
tenants right to legal council, replicate projects like the Blue Heron for people experiencing homelessness, and
do everything we can to ensure people have access to housing

11. How would you improve upon the City’s approach to the unhoused?

We need to provide long-term shelter and access to resources for the unhoused population in Missoula. The
government must step up in providing more resources, rather than putting more money into enforcement of
anti-camping or sheltering in vehicles ordinances. It is the government’s job to supply housing for the
unhoused.

Do you support the city funding more shelter spaces for people experiencing houselessness?

Yes, I have consistently voted for this throughout my time on the city council and will do everything I can to
increase shelter capacity.

Would you support an ordinance establishing rent control?
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Yes, although it is banned by the state government, we desperately need it and I am happy to advocate for it
regardless.

12.The climate crisis is an existential threat to our communities and to the world. How would you improve upon
the City’s efforts to reduce or eliminate Missoula’s carbon emissions?

I have advocated for funding the City’s Affordable housing climate actions incentives program to reduce
emissions in large developments, have worked to get rid of mandated parking spots, and have been a strong
advocate for more walkable, mixed-use neighborhoods to get us away from a car-centric society. Currently |
am working on getting pesticide use out of all the city parks and have successfully funded the pilot program
at McCormick Park.

What will you do to counter both the natural and man-made effects of Climate Change?

The climate crisis is happening at this pace because of human cause and we must do everything we can to
get off of fossil-fuels as a society.

Do you support a city-wide ban on styrofoam and single-use plastics?

Yes

13. How do you view municipalization of the power grid or publicly owned power?

I agree that all utilities should be publicly owned, and I support Missoula or the state government acquiring
the power grid. [ imagine this happening at the state government level with the support of all major
municipalities like Missoula.

14. What would you like to see added or taken out of the city budget?

There are a lot of changes that need to happen. | have by far introduced the most budget amendments and
my top priorities are funding for affordable housing and shelters in Missoula. | believe in reducing the police
budget to help fund other emergency response teams that are specified for specific situations such as
making the Mobile Support Team 24/7. | also am introducing a resolution to stop using tax dollars towards
market-rate housing projects without requiring a portion of affordable housing. | believe we need to pump
millions of dollars a year into the City’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund.

15. Do you support reallocating some police and jail resources to meet the basic needs of Missoulians?

Yes, you cannot solve society’s issues with more police and jails, but rather need the proper resources to
address the issues.
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Do you support more effective crime prevention measures than are currently practiced?

Yes, we can solve a big section of crimes by addressing poverty, homelessness, and other root causes. This can
be done by providing more government resources such as case workers, affordable housing, proper shelter
spaces, and much more

Should the Missoula City Police and other law enforcement and courts share their resources and
information with ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement)?

No, we immigrants are an important part of our community and must be treated with human dignity and rights
just like anyone else.

Do you support decriminalizing entheogens (psychoactive substances) in Missoula?

Yes, we have 5 council members on board now and | am happy to cosponsor this.

16. Would you change how tax increment funding (TIF) is practiced in Missoula?

If yes, how so?

| am proposing in a resolution that TIF is no longer used towards market rate housing projects without any
affordable housing components. | also believe that this should not be used for any development projects that
make the rich richer and only really used for clear public benefit such as infrastructure, affordable housing, etc.
and not towards hotels and banks redevelopment.

17. The Montana Legislature has highly restricted local governments from taxing its own citizens and legislating
on issues of community concern, even if a majority of citizens agree to it. How do you think the City should
address this?

We should try to do it anyway and fight off lawsuits. The richest in our community are not paying their fair share
while the tax burden is falling on every day Missoulians. We can also look into what our options are for taxing
other things similar to the marijuana tax, as well as advocating for changes at the state level with our city
lobbyists.

18. Would you vote for a resolution condemning the genocide by Israel in Gaza?
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Yes | have and would again

19. What would you like to see changed at city council to increase public participation?

We must allow public comments to happen at the beginning of the meetings, 6pm instead of the end which is
at an unknown time, post emails to the city council on the city website, increase social media presence from the
city, and make the rules around commenting to allow for free speech.

20. Would you like a public endorsement by the Western Montana Chapter of the Democratic Socialists of
America?

Yes

Thank you for your reply to this questionnaire. We ask that you complete this by

Sunday June 29. Please email completed questionnaires to electoral@westernmtdsa.org. After we receive
the completed questionnaire, we will arrange to do a 30-minute interview with vou in person or online
between June 30 through July 11. We will make our endorsement decisions on Saturday July 12.

If you have questions or concerns, please contact Mark at electoral@westernmtdsa.org or (406) 207-1884
cell/text
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