Western MOﬂfG.na_ Monthly Business Meeting
Democratic Socialists September 12, 2026. 11am
of America#

Location: Goodworks Place & Zoom
Quorum: #/#

Native Land Ackn owledgement: We recognize that capitalism, land exploitation, and settler-colonialism are closely
intertwined, as American capitalism was built on stolen indigenous land. We also recognize the clear role of indigenous
oppression in serving the interests of fossil capitalism, as demonstrated time and time again. Finally, we believe that indigenous
land rights and self determination are a crucial aspect of environmental justice and the fight against capitalist extractivism. For
these reasons, we are committed to standing with the Salish and Kootenai people and pledge to support their struggle as best
as we can.

e Introductions: Name, Pronouns, and Question: “What’s the most unusual food
you’ve ever eaten?”
e Community Agreements for Respectful Discussion (Tony) in
e Rotating Roles:
o Facilitator — Lucas
o Timekeeper — Justis
o Progressive stack — Alex
o Notetaker —Jane
e Agenda: additions and approval:
e Meeting Minutes: correction and approval: Minutes of the 8-8-26 meeting were
motioned and approved, Treasurer’s Report to be added
e Treasurer’s Report (Jackie): Checking: Balance on 7-11-26: $1,274.82 Income:
7-23-26 Dues Share, Q2: $856.34, 9-7-26: Pay pal donation of $100 (Hunter
Goodman): $96.02, total checking addition: $952.36, less $200 9-12-26: Aug. &
Sept. Convention Fund Transfer. 9-12-26 Checking Balance: $2,027.18. Convention
Fund Bal. 7-11-26: $1,100.12; Additions: 7-31 and 8-31, interest $0.05 each;
9-12-26: transfer from checking: $200. Balance 9-12-26: $1,300.22. Montana
State DSA Funds: Balance 7-11-26: $4581.22, plus interest 7-31 & 8-31 each, $0.19;
Balance 9-12-16: $4,581.60
e Announcements - (5 Min)
o Newsletter submissions — by September 22nd to Sarah
o “Voice of the People: Radio by & for the 99%” radio show, Tuesdays 12-2 pm,
KFGM 101.5 FM, 1015kfgm.org, or podcast on https://anchor.fm/vop-montana
o Regional Organizer David Lefevre visit on October 11th

* Trainings - Building a Mass Working Class Organization, (Location: JRPC,

Pot luck for food. Housing - Robbie, we’ll have a potluck for the food)
o Kristen Jordan - asking for support of Kelli Sather, justice of peace, district 2;
looking for volunteers for phone banking
o CFGC, Sun Sept 20th, Stop the Bleed class at free cycles, 10a-2p, contact via
instagram or clarkforkgunclub.org, clarkforkgunclub@protonmail.com




e Chapter Projects (15 min)

o Solidarity School (Sept 13th, Mark)(Part of May Day Strong) We will learn
how to build alignment among groups, how to organize, how to build and use
our power. A motion was made and seconded to reimburse Jen and Nathan
up to $100 for lunch expenses and passed unanimously

o Socialist Speaker Series (October 6th, 6pm-8pm) - Elks Lodge, Kristen Jordan,
How to Run for Public Office in Missoula (City, County, State). She will walk us
through the process and act as a mentor.

o Socialist Bookclub (Left Hand of Darkness, November 15th) 1-3 p.m., Fact and
Fiction; Brenden Werk will lead the discussion.

o Tenants Right to Council (Lucas): It was suggested that we partner with
Missoula Neighbors United about tenants’ right to counsel, probably as part
of the Electoral Committee, with the goal that the City would guarantee a
lawyer to defend tenants’ rights. More details were requested over concern
that we might be carrying this by ourselves. We need someone to take the
project and lead; many are already stretched. It was suggested that we need
a larger coalition, that we don’t have the capacity. A motion was made,
seconded, and passed unanimously to reach out in next month’s newsletter
to reach out to other chapter members.

o Fundraising

* Queer Prom Fair ticketing follow-up: Western MT DSA will be receiving

a check for S500 due to our volunteering with them at the State Fair

* Yard Sale (September 19th, 9am -3pm)

e Do folks have items to contribute? Put a price on it first.

e \Volunteers: Justis, Tony, Jackie, Hunter, Robbie, Jane

® Rachel’s house - 811 Kern St (can begin dropping stuff off on the
14th, need to already have prices on them)

= Music event (Justis): Plan is to book a show at Leaf & Quiet this Fall

e Working Group Reports (20 min)
o Palestine (Lucas)Lucas is going to the MT4P meetings. (Next meeting date
below)

= General meeting, Sept 20, 4-5p.m., rooster cafe

o Social & Outreach (Justis) See above (Fundraising) re: Yard Sale, most
pressing upcoming project. Further preparation at upcoming S & O Monday

o Editorial (Robbie) The editorial “Uniformly Exploited” by Charlie McPherson,
appeared in the Missoulian 8-5-26, and “I Love the Smell of A.l. in the
Morning,” by Robbie appeared in the Missoulian Online 8-25-26, as well as in
all 5 Lee Montana newspapers: The missoulian, The Billings Gazette, The
Montana Standart, The Helena Independent Record, and The Ravalli Republic.



Editorials appear under “Resources” on westernmtdsa.org. The importance
of putting ourselves out into the larger community was emphasized.

o Labor (Mark)DFBTA (as in “Don’t Forget to Be Awesome”) Workers Union has
won a union contract and 2 other groups are in the process of organizing.
The national Boycott Starbucks movement is being promoted by Eva of YDSA
on campus. The Teamsters Union is working to organize within Amazon. On
Oct. 17th “Union 101” will be held for 1 %5 hours at 1 p.m. on Zoom and is
open to the public. The statewide Labor working Group is meeting Sunday
Sept. 20 on Zoom (see below).

o MADCAT (Mark): MADCAT is working with the county to come up with strong
regulations to discourage data centers. The proposals will be presented in
November to the county commissioners. MADCAP wants to be ready for
that. They would also like to organize NWE customers. The Broadview data
center is proposed to use 8K KW; the use of A.l. for surveillance and crypto
was reviewed.

o YDSA (Jack): There has been a large influx of people wanting to get involved.
YDSA will be having elections and restructuring. Jack is stepping back
somewhat so others can lead. YDSA is working to cagalog the Al cameras on
campus and hopes to work with U.M. president Shin. Missoula Resists is
having an event in Kiwanis Park Sept. 25th to help students facilitate coalition
building with different groups. A motion was made, seconded, and passed to
cohost the Solidarity Social with YDSA and offer $100 of support. A motion
was made, seconded, and passed to add 10 minutes more for updates from
YDSA. um_ydsa is on Instagram.

o Montana DSA (Mark): On Oct. 17th, 1 p.m., a statewide “Union 101” will be
offered. On Tuesday 9-15 a statewide DSA meeting will occur, themed
statewide formation and construction, with the idea of forming more MT DSA
organizations in outlying areas. One member is asked to attend; Bozeman
will have 1-2 members.

Upcoming Meetings & Dates

e Friday, September 11 - 13 - Montana 4 Palestine statewide rally, Billings

e Saturday, September 12, at 11:00 am - Chapter Meeting, Goodworks Place, 129 W
Alder St, Missoula or via Zoom

e Sunday, September 13, from 9:00 am to 5:30 pm - Solidarity School, Watershed
Navigation Center, 2200 Mullan Road, Missoula. RSVP HERE, spots are limited!

e Monday, September 14, at 5:30 pm - Outreach Working Group meeting, Union Club,
208 E Main St, Missoula




ionaay, deptemper 14, Trom b:UU pm 10 5:UU pm - doclalize WIth d>OocIalists, union
Club, 208 E Main St, Missoula

Saturday, September 19, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm - Yard Sale, 811 Kern St, Missoula

Sunday, September 20, at 11:00 am - Steering Meeting, via Zoom

Sunday, September 20, at 4:00 pm - Labor Working Group, contact Mark for details,
406-207-1884

Sept 20th, 4-5p, Rooster cafe, MT4P meeting
Wednesday, September 23, at 6:30 pm - Editorial working group meeting, via Zoom

Monday, September 28, at 5:30 pm - Outreach Working Group meeting, Union Club,
208 E Main St, Missoula

Monday, September 28, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm - Socialize with Socialists, Union
Club, 208 E Main St, Missoula

Tuesday, October 6, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm, Socialist Speaker Series: How to Run
for Public Office in Missoula with Kristen Jordan, Elks Lodge, upstairs (left), 112 N
Pattee St, Missoula

Saturday, October 10, at 11:00 am - Chapter Meeting, Goodworks Place, 129 W
Alder St, Missoula or via Zoom

October 17th, Union 101, 1pm, on Zoom, contact Mark for details

Sunday, November 15, from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm - Book Club: Left Hand of
Darkness, Fact and Fiction, 220 N Higgins Ave, Missoula

November (date/time TBA) - Organizing for Power workshop



